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GBe mulls ways to improve state's infrastructure
In annual meeting, group
eyes transportation, energy·

ByAaron Cahall
and Andrew CannarsaIExaminer StaffWriter

Inereasing tral!ic congestion sod
aging energygeneration facilities­
two issues the Greater Baltimore
Committee knows could soon ham­
string Baltimore's business commu·
nity.

GBC officials on WedneSday night
plsnned to call for Maryland law­
makers to develop long-term strate­
gies to address the slste's $40 billion
backlog ofunderfunded transporta­
tion projects sod to build electricity

transmission andgenerationresoUJ"Cwo
es to meet increasing demsod

"The GBC was set up to be a prob­
lem-solving organization; Don Fry,
the GBC's president sod chiefexec­
utive officer, said before the group's
53rd annual meeting Wednesday at
the Hyatt Regency Baltimore. '"We
want to identify current sod future
problems affecting the business com­
munity sod let our membera know
bow we're going to address those
problem..-

The Issue oftransportalion fund­
ing "took a positive step forward in
the special session in Nove"mber, only
to lake a step back during the reg­
ular sessioo," Fry said During No­
vember's special session, lawmak­
ers increased snnual transportation
funding by $400 million, but during
thisyear's regular session, they took

back more thso $50 rmllion per year
to balance the general fund budget.

Fry said the slsle, with growing
issues surrounding traffic conges­
tion, is at the point where it's facing
"a transportation crisis.n

lilt continues to be what I think
is the most significant economic
growth Issue facing our slale," Fry
said

Fry plsnned to snnounce the GBC
would convene aprivate workgroup
to examine potential alternative
methods or funding transportation,
study the feasibility ofcreating a re­
gionaltransportation authority sod
I,lost a June 16 summit on the slate's
transportation issues.

GBC Chairman Alwood "Woody"
Collins linked the group's 'work on
transportation infrastrocture with
efforta to improve the slate's eieo-

tricily transmission and distribu­
tion system.

, The slste importa 22 percent of
its electricity needs, sod 60 percent
or its electricity infrastructure is at
leasl30 years old, Collins said.

"Not.only do we as abusiness com­
munity need to have an uninterrupt­
ed source or energy, the regulatory
authorities __ have mandated Mary­
land update our electricity facilities
in the 2011·2012time frame," ssid Col­
lins, president of M&T Bank's Mid­
Atlantic Division. "This is our stale,
our economy, our businesses - we
better start roiling up our sleeves
and doing something about it."

More than 3SQ'regional business
sod civic leaders were espected to
attend the GBC meetin~
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