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ANNAPOlIS - Maryland oo.iness ad­
vocates worried that not enough people un­
derstand the serioullness ofapol,entiaI ener­
gy cronch amouncedThtmlda;ylhey are fonn­
Ing a coalition to raise awareness about the
problem.

The coalition, Mary\aDde... for ReB­
.tJIe Poorer, includes the Mamaud CUm­
berof0-__, the Greater IIa1tlIIIore
CommIttee, powercompaniesana the otlJO
1£1Won:ero l1DIoa orAmerI<a.

"Our goal is very· simple: We intend to
raise public awareness about the need for
reliable power to a IeYelthat leads to public
policy, which enables that need to be met,"
Said Russell Frisby, a former chairman ofthe
Maryland PlIbIIe ServIee C<nmWoIm who
is acting ... a coalition spokesman.

MaIyland'. eIectriciI3' is!llpplied byPJM
IDtemJlllled1oe, a regional tr.msmissIon
ol'glllli7alion that supplies power in 13states
and the Diotrict of CoImnbia, where popuIa-

ENERGY

Coalition hopes to raise awareness
of seriousness of potential crunch

tion growth and rising consumption have
stressed the power grid.

The PSC rele&'ied a report IaIe last year
that concluded Maryland couJd face short­
ages resulting in rolling brownouts or black­
outs by 2011, ifnolhing is done.

Electricity l1ammil<;ion capacity is c0n­

gested, and aging infrasttucture is a COIlcem
'This Cllllgeslion is roe ofthe l1ll\lOr C31lS­

es of this stale's higher energy prices and
also threatens the reliability of Malyland'•
electric grid," Frisbysaid

The Maryland General Assembly ap­
proved seYI!l'31 measures propooed by Gov.
Martin O'Malley in the last ....oon aimed at
COI8!IVing more energy, investing in energy
efficiency and bolstering Malyland'. renew­
able energy portfolio standards.

'WhIle the stale'. ene'llY concen-.. were a
big topic during the last IegisIalive ....oon,
members of the new coalition say they're
wunIed the1IlelII8lII'!aII'~ throogh ad­
~ to the general public and local bI&
ness communities aboIa how big the problem
could be.
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