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Connecting the transit dots: We must have the Red Line
 
Believe it. or not, the 14.&-mile east-west 

rnpid-lran'<it Red. Line from Woodlawn to 
Jolms HopltiJlS Bayview Medical campus in 

Sou\.hea<lt Baltimore is 
in \.he final stage or the 
planning proc=. 

Public hearings on 
the project concluded 
Nov. 13. Alter Jan. 5, 
the deadline ror writ­

l ten pubJJc comment, 
, ByDDn81d MaJyland Department 
c.. Fly of Transporoltion offi­

cials and (}{lv. Martin 
O'Malley will review 

conunents and recolTUTIend one of 12 alter­
native plans for the line to llie Feden! 
Trnnstt Adminislntion. 

II federnJ funding is gzwted, engineering 
work WQuld begin and the Red Line's con· • 
sl1Uction could stan as early as July 2012. 

Should U,e govemor=rrunend Alter­
nadve 4C - a proposed $1.6 billion light 
r-.illiine willi tunnels downtown and on a 
portion or 11Ie w· tern leg that i' supported 
by t.l'" '~IJuatmIDID OaIrw1»!W ,other 
trnnsit 1Jtfvucatt!s, aI1d ewironnlCnlal and 
ci,ic organizations - this would be the re­
gion's most significant tl1lnspor1atlon pro­
jetL in a generatl0rL 

However, few poopIe in Baltimore out­
side of llie neighbomoods on the Red. Line's 
route seem to know much about U,e project 
llOr grasp its pot.enl:lal impact That's the 
thing about rruijor IraOSpO<l1llion prqJects, 

-cti1ar-ly l:ransil. They're the ultimate 
'Won projects They're expenswe and 

Ibt..,. take yearn, ofieo d.e<:<ldes to develop. 
1'hey're on a 10ng-rnnge "10 do" list in a 

short.r:mge clVie and political culture. Tran­
sit projects can drop off llie radar, \lr1hey 
..m;day on U'e edges or U,e radar, but lose 

. urgency. 
TIw's what has happened to transit in 

Baltimore during the last 40 years. 

Plans .fro m the past 
As early ~s 1968, plans had been deve)· 

u iii<! for a ~l:ional ,.,.i.ll~- 'L system. 

The map of the 1968 plan is almost Identical 
to llie current regional rail-transit plan rrop 
that was developed in 2002. 

Dlltall:er four dealdes, GreaterBalti­
more s1illlacks a comprehensive, intercon­
nected, rapid-transit system that provides 
fast, practical opllons for It>! residents to 
get around llie region in something ollie. 
lban an automobile. 

As llie 1968 rail plan map demonstr.lles, 
it hasn't been for lack ofvision. 

Our region has lurched forward in 
spurts, building pieces of a system. A 
heavy rail metro line along tJle northwest 
corridor from Pikesville to downtown Bal­
timore opened in 1983. In 1987 it was ex­
tended to Owings Mills. In 1995 a down­
town exten..<:ion eastward to llie Johns 
HopkirlS medicallnstitutioflS opened A 
tight rail line opened in 1992 that now ex­
tends trom Hunt vaUey to Anne Arundel 
County. 

'l1lis 1C<1ve5 the Baltimore region with 
two norlli-sollth rail transit lines - ali>­
mile heavy rail line and a 3~mjle tight r.ail 
hne that today CfJIty 45,000 and 29,000 daily 
passengers respectively, but do not connect 
with each ollier. 

By contrast, williin the last Uu-ee 
de<:<ldes, at least five comparable 
Jllettopotitan areas - Portland, San Diego, 
Denver, Dallas and St. Louis - have built 
tight rail systeffi!l Uware longer, intercon­
nected and carry two to three times as 
many passengers as BaJlimore's light rail 
And ofcourse, Washington, D.C. and Its 
MJuyland and Vrrginla suburb. have an 8&­
srlllion, IOi;,m!le heaY.Y rail meu-o w.ith 

. moi'e Ulall 195,UlJ(f:-riders perweckrlllY ­
admitt.ed.ly· a special case, sinCe it's U,e na­

tion'scapitaJ. 
Neverllieless, lliese are sobering com­

pansons. BalliInore's Red Line would 
d)ange Utings, lJowever. Its construction 
would resolve many ofour region's trnnsJt 
shortcomings at a rpasonal>le capiLal cost. 
ror the bellclits llia! would be derived. 

Quest for connectivity 
Red. Line light rail Altemative 4C, which 

includes lllnnels under Coole; Lane in llie 
west and under downtown Baltimore and 
Fells Point, would transform our region's 
current trnnsit llOd.gepodge into an integrat­
ed raillran'<it system, providing connectivi· 
Ly that we're now la:king. 

Its sleek, modem light rail would con· 
nect with MARC corronIller rail as well as 
willi Baltimore's existing metro and light 
rail lines, giving conunulers, visitors and 
residents genuine, practical alt.erna1:ivcs to 
dnving to many areas in aU diTectiOllS. 

11\e .Red Line would add 42,000 O"anslt 
pa..~ers per day, cut llie region's east­
west transit travel times in half, and result 
in 67,000 fewer daily automobile miles trav­
eled, thc MTA estirnaces. 

It would serve more than 7,500 busi­
11",""", and 192,000 workers along its roule. 

Building It would generate 17,000 construc­
lion Jobs. Economic developmentaJong \.he 
corridor would create an estimated 33,000 
pennanenLjobs. 

Despite difficult fiscal limes, the Red 
Line is fulJy poised to get off the drawing 
board. TJtis is our one chance to p ul ma­
Jor qualJty into the Ball:Irnore region's 
rail transit system. We must nlilke sure 
that Maryland's transportation and gov­
ernment leaders aggressively move Al­
ternative 4C forward to get it funded and 
buill 

We must take full advantage of this op­
portunity to take our region's Innsit system 
to the next level 
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