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THE SLOTS DEBATE
 

gthefight 
Most business groups support 
referendum, but it's not unanimous 

By ANDY ROSEN 

rHld!!. r~senf#mddail.llrcc~rd.com 

B
oth sides an> counting on tlle sup­
port of the business community 
on Thesday when voters will de­
cide whether to legalize slot ma­

chines in Maryland. 
Though some of the state's largest 

business organizations have endorsed the 
ballot measure, the support is by no 
means unanimous. Firms are finding 
themselves split along ideological and 
economic lines similar to the ones that 
have defined the debate over slot ma­
chines for nearly a decade. 

Business support has not necessarily 
translated into financial support for the or­
ganizations seeking to influence voter opin­
ion on the measure, which would autllorize 
a total of 15,000 slot machines in Baltimore 
City and Anne Arundel, Allegany, CeCil and 
Worcester counties. 

A review of campaign fmance records 
shows that the pro-slots group For Mary­
land For Our Future has raised about 
$4.4 million over the cour.:;e of the political 
campaign, and has vastly outspent the op­
position. 

An overwheIming majority of the group's 
donations - 83.3 percent - came from 
companies related to horse racing. The re­
mainder came from a $500,000 donation 
from the American Federation of State, 

SEE SLOTS PAGE 12A 
County and Municipal Employees (llA percent), tlle 
gaming industry (3.1 percent) and from individual con­
tributions. 

The primary opposition to slots comes from Mary­
landers United to Stop Slots, which has raised about 
$571,000 this year. The group's support comes from a 
wider base of donors, featuring more individuals, some 
charitable and religious organizations and a variety of 
business entities. 

There are two otller anti~lots groups tllat have been 
raising money. Stop Slots Frederick reported this 
montll that it had raised $4,251.35, mostly through two in­
dividual donations, Stop Slots Maryland reported tllat 
it raised $21,825, also largely through individual donors. 

Nearly 20 percent of Marylanders United's donors 
were businesses from Ocean City, where many in tlle cru­
cial hospitality industry are concerned about tlle effect 
tllat the ballot measure would have on business there. 
Under the ballot measure, as many as 2,500 slot ma­
chines could be installed at nearby Ocean Downs, and 
some wony that they could hurt. tlle income of existing 
leisure businesses. 

Advocates on both sides of the issue disagree about 
what the campaign spending says about the makeup of 
their support. Scott Arceneaux, senior adviser to Mary­
landers United, said the pro-slots group's base of con­
tributions shows that tlle group is largely representing 
racing and gambling interests. 

He said otller business groups may be going along 
with the campaign because of the pro-slots pressure 
that exists in state government. 

"I think tlley have to answer to tlle pressure tllat's put 
on by tlle folks in Annapolis,· he said. 

Frederick W. Puddester, who is directing the For 
Maryland campaign, said he does not think voters should 
judge his group based on its campaign finance report 
alone. He points to support from groups including the 
Maryland Ch&IDber of Commerce and tlle Maryland 
State Teachers ABsociation. 

He said the groups that have supported the cause 
have been vocal and are helping tlle campaign by lending 
their endorsements and mobilizing members of their 
business networks. 

"A lot of what this is all about is getting the word 
out to the voters, and that's done in many ways," he 
said. ~Most of these people are vel)' busy and have 
very busy schedules, but they've been very generous 
with their time.· 

Paul S. Hermson, director of the Center for Amer­
ican Politics and Citizenship at the University of 
Maryland, CoUege Park, said botll public and fman<'ia] Page1of5 
support have important roles in campaigns, though he 
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noted that. donations often come from people who have 
SEE SLOTS PAGE 13~ 
a financial stake ill the outcome of a race. 

"For groups that don't invest money, 
they may not see profit or they may not 
have money to invest," he said "But they 
C3ll use their reputation to influence votes." 

The hOffle racing and gambling indus­

tries stand to gain from the slots referen­

dum. Part of the money that the state would
 
collect from slots would go toward in<:rea.<r
 
ing the prizes for horses that race here, a
 
boost that many in racing see as critical to
 
maintJWUng that industIy in the state.
 

Cricket Goodall, executive director of
 
the Maryland Horse
 
Breeders Associa­
tion, said her organi­
zation's decision to
 
donate $25,000 was
 
based on a fear thata
 
fail~ of the referen­
dwn would cause im­
mediate damage to
 
the racing industry in
 
the state. The associ­
ation has about 700
 
members, she said.
 

"We realized ear·
 
lyon that our small
 
association was not
 
going to be able to
 
have our own campaign organization," she
 
said "It's a huge arnoW'll, but one that we felt
 
we had to have, because we needed to have
 
our voices heard and get the word out"
 

Will Bums, spokesman for the Maryland
 
Chamber of Commerce, said slots will have
 
a wider economic effect. in helping to stabi­

Iiz.e astate budget that leaders have struggled
 
to balance over the past few years. State
 
budget analysts have projected that slots
 
could raise more than $1 billion for the state
 
by 2012.
 

Burns said the money from slots could
 
help prevent the state from looking to new
 
taxes as revenue sources, something the
 
chamber wants to avoid. Still, he said the or­

ganization's board ofdirectors decided this
 
year not to donate money to the cause
 
through the chamber's political action com­

mittee.
 

He said the chamber is having an effect.
 
00 !he race by encouraging members to vote
 
and spread the word about the referendum.
 

Though the statewide chamber has en­

dorsed the referendum, not all of the re­

giooal chambers ofcommerce are following
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suit. Notably, the Greater Ocean City
 
Chamber orCommerce is actively 0ppos­


ing the measure.
 
Executive Director Melanie A. Punlel 

said there is broad concern around the resOO. 
town that the expansion of gambling at 
Ocean Downs is going to detract from the 

family-friendly char­
acter of the area 
and could increase 
crime. 

She said busi­
nesses from Ocean 
City are donating so 
!heir opposition can 
reach parts of the 
state that they 
wouldn't be able to 
influence through 
local campaigning 
alone. 

·Clearly, 
Worcester County 
doesn't have the 

votes to rally Maryland," she said. 
For AFSCME, the proposal's effect on 

the state budget was enough to merit both a 
public endofflement and a llU\ior donation 
from the union's national office. AFSCME 
Maryland Director Patrick Moran said mo~ 

budget problems for Maryland could affect 
state jobs, as well as the financial resources 
that workers need to do their jobs. 

·We lIDderstand the stakes of the game,• 
he said. "The people that are going to provide 
the services that the people of Maryland are 
going to rely on are our folks." 

Not all donors during the campaign say 
they have a direct linancial connection to the 
outcome of the race, though_ Thomas D. 
Kline Jr., chainnan and CEO of the !''reder­
ick-based infrastructure and construction 
fum Richard F. Kline Inc., said his fum 
donated $10,(0) to Marylanders United be­
cause he ~ COIlCB'Tled about the effect on the 
community and the overall economy, not 
because of a direct financial interest He 
said the state should not resort to gambling 
to raise money. 

Kline said visits to Shreveport, La, have 
demonstrated to him that slot machines do 
not help the economy. There's not a lot of 
new construction there, he said, and many 
people spend their disposable income on 
gambling. 

"You don't have building. You don't have 
Page 2 of 5 

growth. You don't have the entrepreneurial 

Account: 19087 (8S9) 
MO-14
 

t=or (cpnnts Qr rlghllJ. IlleD:5c eonlacl Ihe publisher
 

618 -8 



Dale' Friday, October 31,2008 
Location BALTIMORE, MD 
C,rcuFallon (DMA) 18,000 (24) 
Type (Frequency): Newspaper (D) 
Page 1.12,13 
Keyword Greater Bailimore Comminee 

.WDAILY
RECORD 

spirit,' he said. "It crushes that- " 
Industry $ Amount: 

.-_._._~ ---..."We understand the B_ (83.S% of lotaI donatiorui) 

stakes of the game.· .. !3.,~}og 

(3.1% of total donatiorui)
Patrlck Moran ___ m§J...(~:'--.AFSCMEMGI'fIIond DIrector 

AGAINST SLOTS L..bor (11.4% of total donatiorui) 

__l~.~_ 

Industry $ Am~~....:.._ 
~ e.t1t1e. (16.3% or t.otal donations) (2.3% or totAl donations) 

____1101,+42.60 .......... ...... ... m,~ ..
 
FoandBIbB, dDdIIlIIl: (19.6% rlldallbW:nl)
 

ClBIIIIIDIlJ orpn1ratoo!l
 

_....__.__..__. __ ... 11.12,12.0 S,Un:t1. Ma.rWmd Stale Board. of ElecIUms 

a.ftd stqJJ reports 
Colllltnlcdoll (3.6" of total donations) NJ. figures cun-en.t as 71!pOr1ed 01l }()/2.Ij,I'2()08. 

__ _ __ _-. _. __ J~QJ900 

!~J_~ ._~.~. 
(5,2% or total donatlollll) l.aunll Racing 12 mUlion 

.. 130,000 Assocl&tionLP ...------_..~~~~--
Penn National II mUUon 

(404% or total donations) GamIng 
... ...._ ~26,600. American Federation of S5OO,OOO 

Slate, County and Municipal
RWth Can (3.6% of total donatlollll) Employees 
______ . gO...(~~t .' 

Ro~lIDd (2.6% or lotai donaUons)
 
de¥!!opme.t
 

Oceaa City (I6.3%or total donations)
 

__. _." _.... _....... _._.... ....._~~~,9..08
 

CudldaI£ &IlIlO1UItB (2.2% or lotai ():)natiorui)
 
U1d slates
 

112 50 

IIIdtridual8 (22.9% or total donations)
 

__ H~J~3 '"
 

Labor (4.3% or total donations) 

. _.__ .. _...__~P11!9Q . 

Saufttl. Ma,'r'll141U1 Steue &'mJ of Ekcti,ms 

a1ld $tqJJ reports 
Allflgures rortf!1l.l11.S repqrted on /rY2412OO8, 

T.,S ..... SA-.t ----.
 
The James G. Robinson 1100,000
 

_ Foun_~lon,.!~~.:. 
, _w. 

Stewart Bainum S65,OOO 
Declaration or 1'rust . .._.__ -_. .. -'.'._~._.. -~_.-

Harri80n Group General S50,OOO 
Page30lS

FOR SLOTS 

(Q 2009 OAIL y RECORD 
All RqhLs Ae,;:eN~d 

Account: 19087 (889) 
MD 14 

1=0' fCPII(l~ or '1Q/1~, plt'~c OOIlIOCI 11ll: publl$hcr 

618·9 



Dale, Friday. October 31.2008 
Location: SALTIMORE, MD 
C,rculailon (DMA) 18.000 (24) 
Type (Frequency): Newspaper (D) 
Page' 1.12,13 
Keyword Greater Baltimore Commitlee 

NOT PUTTING THEIR MONEY WHERE
 
THEIR MOUTHS ARE
 

Supporters on both sides that haven't contributed money to the slots 
campaign organizations but have still publically expressed opinions 

For ______~ Ag:linst 

Maryland Chamber of'Commerce Fonner Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr.._--- ---- -----------­
Gaat&r Daltimore Commju:ee Rep. Roscoe Bartlett, R-Md. 

Maryland Retailer::s Association Maryland Taxpayers As9oclation 

TIlomI. D. Iii•• ,Jr.• CEO 01 'Frederic!l·INIset1 call1tnletiDn firm RiclHttd f. Kline IIIC., uid "'is cDfIlpanr "I' dllMlad $10.0lIl 1.0 Maryf.a.ftders Un' 
TD Stop Sliltl b.clUU 1Mt is ClIIIcerMd .I!loutllle etteel 011111. C_utIity aM Ill. o..raU econlllllY. IlOl becau.. at a direct financial It. 
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