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The Blueprint for Success: Kenneth R. Banks
 

By Bobby Marvin 
Special 10 Ille AFRO 

Many opinion~ ;,tri~e when 
Ihe question is a~ked, "Whal 
does it lake, to be ~lIL'CCSSrlll 

in husine~,"" A complex 
question for some. lor others 
it's a simple formula - alti­
luue, Pos~e,sing lhe lalent. 
charil.ma Jild know-how tu 
stan a business arc the first 
crudal step., toward all enlre­
pn::ncu rial lifestyle, 

Kenneth R, Banks. a 
Maryland e,mlractor ~lntl 

dl::'vdoper, posses,ed Ihe cril­
ical skills and is now one of 
the leading minority contrac­
lors in Mar~ land. Banks grew 
up in the hOllsi ng projeeh of 
Yonkers, N.V. and wa, hom­
barded with disad\';ml;l\!es 
and hardships as a Y(lul~gster. 
Ho~ e~ er, he Il1Jint;li ned a 
positi\'e oUllool.: and a hunger 
for success, e\'en \\'h i Ie cop­
ing with his I'alher's alco­
11(l1islll. 

"My fi!lher was Illy great­
est teacher. I can't say thJt he 

'. Nez BAlTIMOR[ At=flO A.M(;:RrCAN 
Af) Aghr, A a.o.ttIC:d. 

hau a PUSili\'~ inlluence Ull 
me, but he h;,tu a profoullu 
inlluence on me:' ~aid Banks. 
.. \ never \\'JnledlO be like 
him. [ wantell to be tOlally 
Uiller<=nl. So. the lhjll~' I ,a\\' 
in him 1 made sure in-my life 
[ did not become." . ' 

A gifteu alhlete anu ~tll­
uell[, Banks earned bOlh aea­
UCllliL: anu alhletic llchol:tr­
~hirs. He atlendcd Adelphi 
Univer~ily in Long Island. 
N.Y.. while running track Jnll 
becoming a founding member 
of the Alpha Phi AIphJ chap­
ter on c;Jmpus. 

Abo at Adelphi. Bi!nks 
experiellcell his firsl entrepre­
neurial experience, as a con­
cert :lOti eyenl prol1llller. "J 
don't minu work in!!. I will 
certainly do whalc~er 1 hJlJe 
10 lIo to SlJppurl lllys<=lf ,111l1 

ramily, II doesn't maUer. I 
LlOll'l mind going oul there 
'llld gelling my hands dirty." 
saill Banks. 

Aftcr graduJling frolll col­
lege in 1974, Hi! nks weill on 
to work for an insurance 
comp:lOY and allhnugh he 
was successful. he Iefl 10 I'ind 
somelhing more fulfilling ond 
ambitious, Following a brief 
lime of ~e1f-aploralion. 

Banl.:~ lalllkd a Job wilh :1 

construction company where 
he ad\'anecd quickly. Thi~ 

would evenlually k:lll him 10 

~lart his own company in 
IlJHO. 

Like all husincsses in the 
enrly slages. [Janks struggled 
with stan-up money. Taking 
baby sleps towards hi~ 

Lln:am. his COInpilllY initially 
.. peeialized in painting. 

However, his pl:ln ex pJnded 
llllllh furthcr. 

III lillle, H;1I1k" 
Construction and 
De\'elormenl grcw IIlIIO a 
mUlti-million dollJr L"Ompany 
anu po~ilioned Bi.1l1k~ to be 
nne uf tile !calling millufilY 
L'onlraclor~ in Ihe slate of 
Maryland. all Jcquireu 
through ~marl investing. 
re,pllllsihlc srending and 
quality Clblomer service. 
B:lnb s:lid. 

"If we keep lhe image :lnd 
[he vj"ion ill our minds about 
where we wanl to be in J cer­
lain pcrioLl of lime Ihen. il 
\wppens:' ~aiLl Bank~, 

Currently, Bomb is a 
lllell1her of the Execuli ve 
COllllllillee of Ihe GrS;,l!t'[ 

, . ", the 
Uniletl Way ur Central 
Maryland hoard Jnd :1 mem­
her of Ihe bOJrd on [he 
Chesapeake Crescent 
Commission. whicb is 
chaired hy Maryland Gov. 
Marlin O'Malley. Recenlly. 
he WJS seleeled to be the first 
A rrican-AlIleriean dl;J i r of 
the American Hearl 
Association's ]009 Hean 8all 
in BaJlilllorc. NOI lal..ing any­
thing for granted. Banks 
lIndersland~ what it look for 
him III hecOllle succes~ful and 
he remain~ hopeluJ and sup­
porlive of the next generalilln 
of entrepreneurs, 

S:.tid B:.tnks, "I want lU 

look back 011 Illy life and I 
wanl 10 suy that I've uUlIe lhe 
best thJt I can 10 pave the 
way for people coming 
behind me." 
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