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BUSINESS JOURNAL 

Study: Red Line to reduce traffic~ uproot 10 businesses
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Options for building the proposed 
east-west Baltimore transit system would, 
displace or disrupt dozens of businesses 
and historic properties and hundreds of 
parking spaces. But it also could take 
about 65,000 cars off the road, a study 
shows. ' 

Plans for the SCHAlled Red line moved 
ahead Sept. 26 with the release of a study 
detailing the effects of building the sys­
tem, a requirement to get federal fund­
ing. Costs would range from $281 million 
to $2.4 billion, according to the study. 

The study, which looks at the environ­
mental impacts of each proposed Red 
Line alignment. commenc~s a public 
comment period where the Maryland 
Transit Administration will seek feed­
back on the varying options. Four hear­
ings will be in early November, and com­
ments are also being taken online and by 
mail. 

It begins a final stage through which 
city residents 'and workers will have a 
say in shaping the final plan for the Red 
line, which is viewed as a vital move in 
building a connective transit system to 
stimulate business and tourism. 

There are two basic options for build­
ing the Red Line: a light rail system 
or something called bus rapid transit, 
which involves bus service considered 

.10 be faster and better than ordinary 
bus lines. Two other options involve 
either not building anything or beef­
ing up bus coverage along the Red line 
route. 

Also Linder consideration is whether, 
and if so, where, to take the line under­
ground in tunnels. 

Support is building for a $1.6 billion 
plan that would include two tunnels and 
draw 42,000 riders per day. Business 
adv'ocacy group the Greater Baltjmore 
Cowmjttee has come out in support of 
one plan, and other business and trans­
portation groups are expected to follow. 
They see the transit system as a way to 
stimulate business by reducing traffic 
congestion, something the GBC says 
costs the state $3 billion in gas and lost 
productivity each year. 

That plan, ]mown as option 4C, would 
include a Jight rail system with two tun­

~ '20011 A.nll~f1c5h CI tv Bu;ilr'le'SS Jown3rs Inc 

All Ri;;Jhr, Re~er'\'l!d 

61g·14 

nels: one underneath Cooks Lane near 
the city's western border and Edmond­
son Avenue, and another under Lornbard 
Street and Eastern Avenue trom Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. Boulevard to' Boston 
Street in Canton. 

It also would: 
• have a 41-minute travel time; 
• take away about 250 parking spaces; 

and, 
• reduce the number of commuting 

cars by 65,000 per day. 
An alignment on the other end of the 

spectrum, with bus rapid transit and 
no tufiIlels, would cost less than half as 
much at $545 million, and: 

• have a 62-minute travel time; 
• take away 1,200 parking spaces; 

and, 
• reduce the number of commuting 

cars by 73,000. 
Travel times across the length of the 

system vary trom 36 minutes on a tun­
nel-heavy route to 76 minutes on bus 
rapid transit On current city bus lines, it 
takes 80 minutes. 

Under different alignment plans, eight 
to 10 businesses would be displaced, 
eight to 17 sites of historical or archaeo­
logical significance - such as· old build­
ings and graveyards - would be dis­
turbed, and 17 to 36 acres of right of way 
would have to be acquired, the study 
shows. 

GBC CEO Donald C. Fry said he 
thinks his group's preferred route is ef­
ficient and balances costs and benefits 
well. Cost effectiveness is a key crite­
rion in the federal government's evalu­
ation of whether to fund the project, he 
said. 

Federal funding is a linchpin in the 
project's completion, needed to cover 
more than half of costs, officials have 
said. 

The public comment period on the 
Red Une environmental study lasts un­
til Jan. 5. After that, MTA officials will 
choose an alignment by February to 
recommend to Gov. Martin O'Malley. 
Engineering is slated to begin in the 
spring and construction is scheduled 
for 2013. 
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