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City leaders renew interest
 
in high-speed Maglev trains
 

it from being
 
spent, Wilkins
 
said. The money
 

A proposal to build a high-speed train is available only
 
between Baltim(He and Washington, to planned proj­
D.C., that hadn't progressed in five years ects in Baltimore 
may claim $15 million to get moving and Washington, 
again - albeit slowly. Pittsburgh, and 

The Federal Railroad Administration between Atlanta 
is making $45 milli01! available for three and Chattanooga, Tenn. 
magnetic levitation train projects, known Wilkins is hoping to secure the fund­
as Maglev. Backers of a plan to build a ing for the local Maglev project so that 
4~mile Maglev in the Baitimore!Wash­ it can finish what is known as a Final 
ington corridor are considering applica- Environmental Impact Statement, which 

tion for at least a third of that money. details the costs and effects of a trans­
But even though federal cash for Mag­ portation project and is required for 

lev projects is flowing for the first time in federal funding. The initial draft of that 
years, the money may be out of reach for statement \¥liS filed in 2003 and received 
the Baltimore-Washington project. esti­ several public hearings. A later draft ver­
mated to cost $3.7 billion in 2002 dollars. sion was submitted in 2007, but more 

With state money for transportation work is needed to revise cost and rider­

projects scarce, it's not clear whether ship numbers.
 
there will be funds to match any federal 'We're flat broke," Wilkins said.
 
offering for the project Local funding is Grant applications are due in February.
 
required of any project receiving federal But the state may not be able to afford
 
funding. accepting the money, said Henry Kay,
 

The Maglev is viewed as a powerful planning director for the Maryland Tran­

resource for driving regional economic sit Administration. Kay said he is unsure
 
development and accommodating expect­ whether local matching funds would be
 
ed growth in public transportation use. required to get the funding. Even if they
 
MARC commuter train service posted aren't, it will be tough to find state mOll­
record ridership in the spring with 32,(0) ey for engineering and construction of
 
passengers a day as gas prices spiked. 

o 

the project in the coming years.
 
The Maglev, with its l8-minute pro­ 'We've matched federal funds for the
 

jected travel time between the two cities, projec;:t in the past, but the circumstanc­

would address a need for more transpor­ es are just tougher now. So it raises the
 
tation capacity in the corridor with 50 bar for any project that wants to get in
 
percent population growth by 2040, ~d the door," Kay said.
 
Phyllis Wilkins, head of Maglev Mary­ Faced with diminishing revenue for
 
land, a part of the Baltimore Develop­ transportation projects from laggin~ gas
 
ment Corp. tax receipts and other sources, the state
 

The federal government issued a delayed $1.1 billion in proj€\:ts last month.
 
public notice of the availability of the Donald C. Fry, CEO of business ad-,
 
$45 million maglev study fund Oct. 16. vocacy R"roup lhe Greater Baltimqre
 
That money had been tied up since 200S Cowmjlwe, agreed that a lack of state
 
when it was mistakenly put in the wrong funding could further stall the project
 
part of a federal but was hopeful that the available federal
 
law, preventing funds could be obtained.
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