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rnURISM 

New trade show promises to introduce Baltimore to the world
 
By liZ FARMER 

(~pl !t'Clt!y, worle! - thl'rl"S a nl'W Balli· 
mort' mrning al you next yl'ar ,mel ii's nothiJ\~ 

lik(' you rt'membeml 
TIl:1l'S the messagl' inl{'marional trad(' 

show gum Paul Kl'nnedy said hf' aims to 
brin~ whl'lI his g1o!Jal m~ting and ul('enliw'6 
trawl exhihition makes it" North Anleri(<Ul 
((Pb"l in Baltimore 1!li"June. 

"II would have been the easy thing 1.0 

choose Washington or Philadelphia [for till' 
convention/,' sald Kennedy, grollP pxhibition 
e1m'lor of Reed Travel Exhibitions' Mt't't ­

~ and Incentives Evenl<;. "But this is a city 
l1lafs nol wen known, so we11 get to really in­
unduce it 10 the world next ye<JI - it's wry 
l'xciting and it's a big investment" 

The new lJ<ldE> show, Americas Incentive, 
BLL'>inessTravel and MeE"ting Exhibition, was 
lrel1P<J by United Kingdom-based Reed Trav­
PI Exhibitions and will be the American ver­
sion of a tr.ule show thaI l<; held annually in 
Bare'elona, Be~jing and Abu Dhabi. lli'f'd pm­
dm'(>S mow than fiX) t'Venis ill 38 countries rv­
ery year, 

Offirially iUlllOlU\COO TtlPsctay at a news 
eonfeTl'nce hdd hy tile Baltimore Area Con­
vention and Vl8lto1'8 Association. the Amer­
iras lnct>ntive show will be in Baltimore for 
tile next five years, and Kennedy .'iaid it L<; hi.<; 
inlRntion 10 sign an option to stay in the city 
through ~19, 

BACVAhas conservatively estimated the 
trade show will also seU 5O,CXXl room nights 
over five years - 10 percent of iIs goal to sell 
SOO,OCX> future room nights this fis<'.a1 ye.aI', 
which ends June 30. President and CEO 
Thomas J. Noonan also announced the 
tourism bl.lI'f'<Ul is ahead of pace for that goal, 
having booked more than 158,(0) future room 
nights during its first quarter (July through 
September). 

Kennedy's nagship show, EIBTM in 
Barcelona, attracts exhibitorn from more than 
16Q ('0\ll1!Tif'S in tile traYd, hO~llila.lity aJl(I 
t'Venl planning iIlnLL'>Oy and nt"uiy l(l,CXXl vi<.;­
itors for the wf"('-(!ay ('vent. HI' e;limatps 
the t'Vent, Ul its H>th year, ~eneralRS $!".,() mil­
lion in spending in Bar('elona thl' wl'l'k of 
the t.rade show and .mother $50 million in 
husiness for the show's l'xhihitOffi III' abo ap· 
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proximat.es tilat an andilional $100 million t~ 

spenl, annually in Spain as a l'f'SuJt of till' (lX­

hibition and the other hLL<;iness it gmer<llt'S 
there, Kennedy said those ~;penrl.ing totals 
werf' reached after EIBTM's 10th year ,md 
predictPd the 5allle could he ;l('hievf"!1 ill BaJ­
timon", 

"If {BaltimoreIgel" tile same at:U>ndam 'I', 
I think l1lat could be great," said Deanne 
Boynton, vice president of tourism for tile 
Scottlldale Convention and VISitors Bu­
reau, a regular exhibitor at tile B.arcf'lona 
trade show, Boynton said tile Barcelona l'X­

hibilion and one ill Frankfurt, Germany, all' 

two of the top tradf' shows tile hureau at­
tends to attract international busilless, 

"We'd be partirularly interest.f'd becausfo if 
they get that many iIltemationai meE'ting plan­
ners on U.S. soil, that's obviously a huge Ilt'n­
efitforus,' she addeO, 

Kennedy said he expects to make Balli­
mon' tll(' Ilt'nn;Ulpnllo(1IJioli for the' Aml'n(~t'i 

lJlI'enti\'e shll\\'. ,ulIl pl,uLo..; art' alrt',uly :-;t'l ['or 
six staff nll'lll!>('r;; 10 rt'IOI'all' to Ihe ;m'a III 
S('f\'(' ,l"'; flit' [1'<\(](, <;!IOW'S ,war-round lew;!1 
rl'p ll'Sf'n tal in'S. 

"We'n> g(li.JI~ to rally the SllPP(ln or IIH' 
Im,,-pilality lilldll'i1.ryl. ,ulli w~"ll [w('d Ill(' Sllp' 

(Jon of bW;lnl's-';('s hl'r1':' Nt K 11\(\11 saie I. 
Noonan notl'(ltlmlth.' n~'l'nl ('rp,ilitlllllf 

a go\'eminl{ !lo,mllo hl'1p f';l'i(' ('ollabomlj( III 
b('lwet>n tile hurf'<1U and convention ('l'ntrr 
heq>ed lann !hie; trad(' show. Boa.rd nH'llIllt'r.; 
Donald C. Pry, plt'Sidl'nl of th' Greater Ral­
,iQJOQ" Crnnmitte£ aIll! ehairoftlw Camden 
Yards Sports and Entertainment Com­
mission, ami Clar('ll('e BL'ihop. dejluty src· 
retary of th(' Department of BU8mess and 
Economic Development, wcrr amon~ the~ 

in alUondan('e, 
Noonan and Kl'rUl~ly Jlre<ljct~1 Uw Hal­

timor(' show would draw hem'('tll 2,(XXl ;uld 
3,(0) visitors it." first year and hlriJd to 1O,(}(X) 

people by 2014. Haltimon> wa..<; Ii~t rN.'OIll­
mended to K(,nJledy by David DlIHot<;, presi­
dent and CEO of tile tourism hureall ill Fon 
Worth, a ~istf'r dty, afu~r the org<ulw'r said ht' 
wa.." looking for an F..a.!>1 C(la<;1 hlt -mil)]l for Iht> 
show. 
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