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Acrobats of:'Kooz~' wiU play 25 performances in 
sprint):.:99'under tent on Camden Yards parking wt 

$200,000 in taX revenues for the city and 
By LIZ FAR.MER 
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•••••• _ 40 •••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• "Last time the Cirque was here [in 2005), 

. Baltimore is finalizing an agreement -with it sold 100,000 tickets," said Donald C. Fry, 
Quebec's Cirque du Soleil to bring the chair of the Camden Yards Sports and 
show - and millions of dollars in Entertainment Commission 
business - back to.the city this and president of the Greater Bal­
Spring, officials said this week. timore Committee7Thafs sIg­

Th~ troupe's acrobatic show nificant because it demonstrates 
"Kooza,• an Odyssey-like tale that. how the city of Baltimore .is a ma­
follows a man who encounters' jor attraction for national perlor­
odd characters along his journey, mances."
 
~ open March 12 and play 25perlormances
 Kooza, now playing in Boston, is traveling 
through April 5. City officials predicted the to Washington-and Atlanta this winter and 
event could generate more than $12 million in New York this spring.
 
.economic impact for the region and about
 SEE CIRQUE PAGE 6A 

tive venues ... and we can do that in a 
customer-friendly and professional 
way." 

.Cirque 
Continued-jrom page 1A 

Pete Collier, deputy director of gov­
Fry said Baltimore did not conduct ernmental affairs for the city parking
 

an economic impact" study after the authority, said the details have not yet
 
Cirque's 20.03 and 2005 performances been ironed out for the cost of leasing
 
here,.but referenced a study by San the lot, but he was prepared to do
 
Jose, Calif.'s Office of Economic De­ "whatever it takes" to ensure the show
 
velopment on Kooza~s stop -there at the comes to Baltimore. He and officials
 
beginning of 2008. That research pre­ from the city and the Maryland Sta­

dicted the approximately 60 perfor­ dium Anthority, which oversees the
 
mances would draw more than 48,000 .sports and entertainment commission,
 
out..of-town viSitors to the area and gen­ have been working with reIJresentatives
 
erate $12.5 million in economic impact . from the show since they began scout­

for the region and nearly $200,000 in ing a Baltimore location this past
 
tax revenues for the city. spring.
 

According to the Baltimore City "We want to see them here, so the
 
Parking Authority, Kooza's tent will cost they pay for the resources they
 
be located on the city's Lot 0, which use - rental of the lot - can be any­

sits at the corner of Ridgley an'd Os­ where from nothing to something," he
 
tend streets, to the west of M&T Bank said.
 
Stadium. ·The AST Dew Tour, which According to San Jose's lease agree­

stopped in Baltimore this summer, also ment, it rented its city lot to the troupe
 
used the lot for one of its courses. for three months at $90,000, which went
 

Fry noted the use of that area toward the city's operation costs for
 
showed Baltimore's versatility as a host the event.
 
for such events, even in the coming Tickets will go on sale for Cirque
 
years as downtown's 1st Mariner Are- . Club members on Oct..8 and 'for the
 
na is likely to be closed for construc­ general public on Nov. 5.
 
tion. A representative for Kooza was un­


"It's going to highlight and expose a available this week to comment, but
 
lot of people to that facility," he said. the show's local public relations firm
 
"This demonstrates we .can still attract said more details on tickets costs would
 
a vast range of events with oUr altema- be available iJl the coming days.
 


