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Sondheim Exemplary 
Leadership Award' 

Dr. Freeman Hrabowski III 
By Karen NltJdn 

Special to The Dally Record 

r. Freeman A. Hrabowski 
III, presl dent of UMBC 
and winnen of the fU"St 
Sondheirrl,' Exemplary 
~ship Award, 
learned more about lead­
ership when he was stlll a 

child than some people gather over the 
course of a lifetime. 

His teacher was Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

Hrabowski, born in Blnningham, 
Ala., in 1950, was 12 when King recruit­
ed children for his famed Children's March in 1963. 
Hrabowski wanted to participate as a child leader, but his 

parents feared It was too dangerous. 
"My parents were very involved with the Alabama 

Christian Movement," said Hrabowsld. 
"They encouraged me to go to meet­
Ings, but they didn't want me to do the 
Children's March," 

He begged his parents until they 
acquies~ed.. "I took a role because I 
wanted to learn in better schools,' sald 
Hrabowski, who was always a brilllant 
student "I wanted to believe that aU 
children were first-class citizens." 

For his troubles, he spent five 
Mawful, unspeakable" days in jail, he 
said, leaning forward In his chair dur­
ing an interview in his spacious office. 

"It was bad because adults allowed children to be beat up.' 
Homllle as the experience was, it was critical in shaping

rtraoowslQ as a 
leader. He learned 
that leadership is 
about seeing a better 
future and making 
difficult choices to 
get there, even when 
the consequences 
are not fully knOWIL 

Students participat­
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ing in the march 
were suspended from school, but a fed­
eral judge ovemJled the decision and 
they returned, he said 

·We were very proud" to have par­
tlcipated, he said. 

But a few months later, the 16th 
Street Baptist Church was bombed and 
four young girls who were there attend­
ing Sunday school classes were kiJled. 

Many people, both black and white, 
wondered if agitating for change was 
worth the trouble, Hrabowski recalled. 
But leaders like Dr. King, he said, work 
toward long-term results, like desegre­
gation, even if the short-term results 
are catastrophic. "A part of leadership 
involves going into the dark and taking 
the light with you." 

"Now that I look back on Dr. King, 
he was a young man, he was a very 
young man," he said. 

Almost 35 years after the tragedy of 
the 16th Street Baptist Church, 
Hrabowski was prominently featured 
In Spike Lee's 1997 documentary about 
the bombing, "Four Little Girls." 

Hrabowski, who graduated In the 
first l&aderShip Class of the Greater 
BaJtimore Commitlee 25 years ago, has 
also worked to bring about change, 
even when others were unable to see 
the future that he envisioned. 

When he saw that few people of 
color were earning Ph.D.s in the sci­
ences, he worked to create the 
Meyerhoff Scholarship Program, 
which offers full and partial scholar­
ships to students of color with a pas­
sion for science. 

Since the program began in 1988, 
hundreds have graduated, including 

see HRABOWSXI page 26 
many who have gone on to top positions 
at Johns Hopkins, Harvard and other 

Pagelof3prestigious universities. "It happened 
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