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Education and healthcare'leaders 
rally for light rail version of Red Line 

Top officials Erom some of the 
largest area colleges, universities 
and hospitals had a message for city 
officials Wednesday: Start digging. 

Representatives from the Johns 
Hopkins Health System, Mercy Med­
ical Center, University of Maryland 
Baltimore, Sojourner-Douglass Col­
lege and Baltimore,City Community 
Cqllege were uillted in their support 
for the 4C variant of the city's Red 
Line plan, which would link Balti­
more east to -west and tunnel under 
two sections of the city. 

The 14.6-mile, $16 billion Red Line 
would run from Woodlawn to Johns 
Hopkins Bayview Medical Center, 
connect about 7,500 businesses and 
192,000 worlcers along its length, and 
carry an estlmated 42,000 passen­
gers each weekday. 

Local leaders said support from 
the education and health care Indus­
tries would be an important factor 
at public hearings on the Red Line 
proposalsnext week. 

"It demonstrates their under­
standing of the need for this project 
to move forward for their success,~ 

said DOD Fry, president and chief 
executive officer ofthe Greater Bal­
tIm,ore Committee, whlchorganized 
the rillY. '''rbffirSifcCess is important 
because [they] are arguably the top . 
two sectors in,the local economy.~ 

Several versions of the Red Line 
p!"oject have been proposed, rang­
Ing from the mQre expensive, which 
involve tunneling much of the route, 
to the l~ss expensive, whicn timnel 
:ery little, Fry said.. 

The 4C version would tunnel In 
two places - under Cooks Lane in 
West Baltimore and a longer sec­

"On our last 
student survey, 
we asked students 
what they would 
do to improve 
Baltimore, and the 
No.1 thing is better 
transportation." 

- KrIsten Campbell, Baltimore 
Collegetown Network executive director. 

tlon starting at Martin LutherKing 
Boulevard, running under Lombard 
Street through the downtown dis­
trict, Ea8tem Avenue and Felis 
Point, and surfacing at Aliceanna 
and Boston streets. The remainder 
of the route would run on surface 
streets. 

The Red Line will play an impor­
tant role in attracting top-notch 
students and researchers to area 
colleges and universities, said Kris­
ten Campbell, executive director of 
Baltimore Collegetown Network, a 
consortium of16 regional public and 
private schools. - .... 

"We know they look at the pro­
grams [first], but second is the 
destination. We know the Red Line 
could really boost Baltimore as',an 
option forthemt Campbell said. "On 
our last student survey, we asked stu­
dents what they would do to improve 
Baltimore, and the No.1 thing is bet­
ter transportation." 
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