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Region's top transportation priorities lack
cash to make them happen

The Maryland GenenJ AssemblY recently enacted more thaD $400 million ill annual
iDcreaIes to the Transportation Tnut Fund, the state's Inl'X'banism for fundin& transportation
opuatioo aDd infrutroeture. While this figun: is not insignificant, it ultimately falls dlort of
what is needed to address adequateJy the state's $50 billion backlog oftran.sportati.on projects.

'Jhis transportation funding shortage must be rectified in the near term forthe sake of the
heahh of our region and state, particularly in light of the anridpated growth associated with
more than 40,000 jobs projected in Maryland as a result of the Base: Realignment and Closure
(BRAC) process.

When one considers this, along with the anticipated t4htenin! offederaJ funding for
transponalion, there is I compe1lin! motivation to kientify and prioritiu needed
tnnspOrtation projects in central MlI')iand and to find lUI adtie\..ble means for funding
construction.

Here are lOme pr0ject5 that ihouJd be on central Maryland's tnLDsportation priority list:

• Completion of the led line, tile pl"OpOled 12-mile eul-wW ,...pio trlruitline from WoodllWll to
Canlon, IIld ultimately lothe J"hnll:l"pkinl Bayview medical Cilllp\lll.

• Completion of the Green UDe, the propoRd rapid tn!15d. cnension of the MetTO from the JoIlnt;
Hopkins Universi:y'l Medical Campul il:leut Baltimore to the viciniTy of )(orpn Slate UIlM.-sity and
C'o1lI'!I1 &m.riap Honit&! il:l nortbcut Saltimore.

• MARC erI",-mutef nfIlmpIlM'lllCPU up and. dawn the Bah:imoft rePoa'l nottbeas: conidof, wbich
woWd i.awoM: n:ncr.'Ition tnd lIddlUoa ofsutiollI, more cal"I to iDcreue Iel'\iee frI!q\lOl:llCY, and
additioaaI uub to e:rahk l4A1C to ea-aist mcr.o: e&aly.nth Am1Dk aDd~ carrier1

• Addition ofMAJtCRMce north Imo WilmiDlllltl, Del., and KI'll1b into S"rtbe...." V"q:inia. SUeh an
ex!efllion ill eruciaI toaccommodatinl the e:xpeaed .urgeof~cominllO MaJ)1alld"l result of
BRAe,

• AdditIonal BRAe-mated lnn5pOrtation neec!a. Lt. Gov. ADthouy Brown'. BRAe IUlx::abillCl r=tIy
identified 13-6 b:iIlioo wortb of tranIpOl'Utioll impl'O'lo'emetltl withiD I fu+lllil~ radial of cilitl!), ulliu
tlrJded f« BRAeIJ'C'Wth - Aberdeen PToviIll GroI:nd, Fort M9de,~IlAj.U'.9t'C'U1.J& Fon
Detrid:, and Bethe~.1!.n1H~~.Some ofthe trallSpOrtilion pro;ec.lrr llOI ClIrTe:1dy in the
Itll.t'.lItest tranIpOl'tItioII pla.a..

• Bridp~ !be \ridp~ ill MiJmem:>I oa All&- 1 IboWd bt' I wab-ap c:alI fw M.ryIuod.
Ou.r llate'.b."1dp:a: need IttUI:nlr&1 elWllitlation an a recWar basil and lOme, 1UCh.. the almQII 70­
}'eaMlld Hltem BriOF over the SluiqUehl.n1ll RiYer, mtYew:n merit pe.l~r lItro~ mention.

• Co!I"Mlent tranlportation linb betweenlhe region'l bioparkl.11lere ill no direct mnDl of
ll"Inlportltionl>ctween the two biopmJitei in Baltimore ort"other flcil.iti... stith II UMBC.
rueal'cll park in BaitilllOlli Counly.l.olll·ranle pllMUS Ihould abo conli4trimprovilll
UlDIpOrtItion~ tho: Gr'r2ter Balrim~ parb .00 the ShadyGrnve/I-270 rcl;elreh corridor in
MotltJOme1)' County.

The tnnspOrtation prioritizinA pl"OClPSS is, ofcourse. compliarted by the 0Yttll1I cost of these
and ma.ay projects in other regions that are vitaJ to enabling Mar)iaDd to be capable of
lKXDm.modating its wrrent population as weIl as those who ....in ani\"C in the Dear futu~

.0\5 we struggle to find a way to expedite construction of new transportation infrastruCl.ure, it is
oitical to examine alternative means to fund projects at the local, Itate lind federal levels of
government. Already, Congress is oonsidering a "desi&J1/bid/build" system to implement in the
wnstroction of our nation's mass transit projects. At the state and local levels, there is the
prospect ofpublic-private partnerships, as well as other creatM finaDcing methods.

Furthermore, we mll5t consider establishing county or regional fundinJ; sourc::es to supplement
enmn! state and fedenl funding.

The first step l(no'al'd aliOlution to the dilemma of ourvut and growing transportation needs
and inadequate funding is to clearly agree, s1ate--ide and ....ithin regions. on specifically what
we need to build to address our mobility challenges nnd to enhance economic growth.

I'm confident that ifMlll)'Land's policy leaders achieve COllSensus on priorities and can manage
to focus on IOlutions free of politics and hidden agendas, ",""C will find. way to close the=t
yawnq gap betw'een transportation needs and our ability to payfor them.

Greotu Baltimore Committee Ptuident Donald C Fry a:m be reachA1. at do1tald/fI9bc.org.- ---
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