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STATE OF THE REGION

Report touts economic improvement,
outlines challenges the region faces

-rhis report dearly affirms the stiltu~ of theBa~onregion~
a technologysu~· said Donald Fry, president and CEO of trH! Gt!3teo
Baltimore Committee. - IIn.nne StJrneu h.mrner Ill,.

By Andrew Cannarsa
Examiner StaffWriler

The GmoW BoItImore _ ""
seeD signlljc;ant growth in per-capita
personal inoome, hJgb-tech employ­
ment and inve:.1ments in IIC8demic
.research and development over the
past 10 years, supporting the claim
that the region is becoming Inc:reas­
ingIy affluent and furthering itself
from a "Rnst--Be1t" reputaI:ion.

But that doesn't mean the region
is without challenges to eamomie
grov.1h, according to the 2007 State
of the~n Report, compiled by
the Greater Baltimore Committee
(GBC) aildille Baltimore Metropol­
itan Council and released Thurs­
<loy.

In a comparison of 20 US met­
ropolitan ........ including_

I'lrlJadeIpIWo """-­more ranked in the top five in 24 of
105 economic and quality-or-life in­
dicators, including first. in academic
research and development expendi­
tures in 2005 ($18 billion) and h0s­
pital quality in 2007.

-rhe Baltimore region has be-

come a much more affluent~
said Donald Fry, president and CEO
of the GBC. "We continue to work
bani to move toward a kDcrriedge­
based economy."

The region, though, ranked in the
bottom five in 19 or Ole indicators,
inc:1uding last in information em­
ployment in 2004 and 2006, 19th in
manufacturlng employment in 2004
and 2006. and 19th in violent crime......

Trame congestion continues to

be another of the region's challeng­
es, said JUcbard Clinch, a University
olBaJtimoreemnomistwboworla!d
on the report. Baltimore ranked 18th
in average tnvel. time to,wort. (28.9
minutes),

Among other report findings:
I Baltimore ranked second in

per-eapita personal Income growth
(6.3 percent to $4l..82O in 2005 from
2(03), fourth in median household
inoome ($61,010) and Mh in the
JIWnber clhigb-tech jobs in the state

(2,890 jobs per 100,000 people),
I Bab::i:more ranked in the bottm.

five ill air quality, boustDg starts ana
mfant morWity rate

"The important thmg is the re­
gion Is moving in the right direc­
tion: Clinch saki. "We've got more
jobs and more high-tech jobs.-

This 15 the Mh edition of the
State oC the Region Report. to be re­
leased since 1998. Clinch worked on
the first report and \\'as impressed
with bow much the region has pro-­
gressed since then.

"When 'We worked on this 10years
ago, I don't think anyone would have
predicted the success we've had,­
Clinch said.
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