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Got report: Region's progress is thre-alened by crime, traffic
"All of the progress 15 in areas where

we want 1((" have progress,· he said.
·We're a high-tech region, we're a cre­
ative region and wc're a growing re­
gion.·

1.3 hlgh-tedl employmentulCreUSl.'t.I,
manufacturing continued to decline.
Baltimore rwlked 10th in t.enns of Ulan­
ulacturing as a percentage of total em­
pioyment and i7th by manufacturing
employment growth.

Clinch said the Daltimore region
could not have expected to hang on to
manufacturing jobs that were leavulg
as part of national ~d international
trends. TIle region made the right move
in developing a high-tech economy, he
said, amI was fortunate to ha~e play­
ers like the University of Maryland,
Baltimore, IUld the Johns 1I0pklns
Ulllverslty to drive IL

"Baltimore bul1lsmarUy, in my opin­
Ion, where Its 8treugUI ,vas,· CHnch

"""-He said tile area's devclopmentas a
tourist destination, combined with
healthy financial services activity bl Ule
199O:!I, helped hold it over as ma.nufac­
turing jobs !led. Cli.ndt said tile tcch­
nological economy, which developed
over that time, 1.5 now beginning to bear
lruiL

Clinch said Ule shift from manufac­
turing to a high-t.ceh economy does lIot
represent a direct replacemenL Hlgh­
tech jobs tend to create a "bifurcated"
Job forcy, where some make a lot of
mOlley, and others provide services for
Ulem. Manufacturlngjobs crealed more
opportwliUes for entry into the middle
class, Clinch said.

he said.
Richard Clinch, director of eco­

nomic devclopment at the Jacob
France InsUtuie at Ule Uolven.itr
of Baltimore, helped write the reporL
Ue sald crl:me is onc of Ule issues Ulat
companies consider when determining
where to do business. I-Ugb crime OUI

SUllpress economic development, he
""d_

Dut Clinch sald the past to years
have seen the area moving In the right
dlrccUolI. Baltimore was ahead of Ule
curve in losing U.s Industrial base, he
said, and Ums quicker to recover from
IL

Ball!more had ~he Ulird-bcst improve­
ment in crtme rales lH!tween 2004 and
2000_

TransportaUon rernait\S a perslstcnt
problem, though. UalUrnore Wall close
to Ule bottom of the list in issues such
as C9adway ndles traveled per capita
and average travel time to work. '11m
GOe an.d oUler business groups have
lobbied to boost stale transportation
dollars, and t'ry said the statlsUcs lUi­
derscpre the Importance road and tnUl­
sltlll\l)rovemenls.

~We need to have an area Umt hns
satisfactory mobi.,lily for our pcople, for
our employees, and to [nove our goods,.
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The Baltimore region continues to

gfOW ill promil1cnce 33 iL center for cd­
uc."l.lIon, research, U11l1l.cclIllOloglcuJ dc­
velOlllllcnt, according to a report on Ute
area released 11lUrsday, but pCr8i.swnl
crlme and transportation Issues con­
tinue to drag on Its potential.

nle Greater UaJUmore State of Ute
Region Report, prepared by the
G.,g.trr n.ltimon; Committee and
lhe Baltlmore MetropoUtan Coun­
cil, surveys Baltimore's rankings among
20 comparable metropolitan areM.

This was the fifU. such report isBucd ~

since 1D98. Il tracks the region's ~

progress during that time, as the area 7­

.developed from a declining econoinyI
- frustrated by a nationwide lndusld­
a1 exodus - to a lcclUlology·bascd mar·
kct that "leads ~hc ImUon In fields In- Tr.lfk cong••tion rlmelnll. drill on the Ualt.lmorl r-u1un'. pot.nm. dnplt,"rowth In"'.
eluding academic research and devel- uc:.tiofJ. ren.rd'l.1ld technoktglc:" 6evelopmefll.
opment, and hospllal (Iuallty.

.Q!>nald C. fu, ,)resident and CEO YI
lhe 000: said lhe report shows tha1 Ule
area 1.5 living up to goals It had 10 ycar.J
ago.

·We have ccrt.alnly seen IGreate~
Ualtimore) grow inlo a m.uch more af­
fluent region,- he said. -It shows we're
~ttlng ourselves apart from the Rust
Delt ciUes UlUt we had previously bccn
associated wIUI.·

for Ole flrst lime, Ualtimore was 110t
at the boltom of the list for violent
crime. Charlolle, N.C., crppt into tllat
::Ipot, but UalUmorc stili ranked lIel1:t,..
to-Iast when cOlilpared to 2006 violent
crime rales. nUl revorl VOinls out that
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