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Murder rate overshadows
Baltimore’s accomplishments

_ On that July morning when Frederick Bealefeld was hand-
ed control of the Baltimore Police Department, the blood

ran heavy through a lot of city streets.
The homicide countwasah'eadynptolso and only the

routine miracles performed in hospi-
tal emergency rooms kept the figure
that low.

Now, as we head toward the clos-
ing days of 2007, the body count has
reached 277. -

Meaning, since Bealefeld took over,
only — the word “only” is used ironi-
cally, but still — only 97 killings have
occurred.

And the mumber of nonfaial

a2 ago.

In the city of Baltimore, this is
kmown as progress.

We take our bows wherever we

can.

But what's heartening in this f-
nal week of the year are measures far
broader than the killing rate and far
wider than the growing sense of gen-
eral civility that the dipping homicide
number implies,

InaStateoftheReglonstudyre-

leased recently by The Greater Balli-
more the Baltimore met-
roarea remarkably healthy in

alot of areas, as compared with 20 re-
gions around the country.
In105 benchmark ca

sunngqualltyofhfe.bush)essﬁtahfy
and economic health, the Baltimore

reginngcm’ed'l’bpﬁran]ﬁngsm?.é

categories. :

And Bottom 5 in 15 categories.

You czn guess where the citysho-
micides landed the region.

But look at some of the good news:
Academic research and
expenditures topped $L8 billion.

That's tops in the country — for the
second straight year — and i under-
scores the growth of bioscience and

techmology

Where are they creating a lot of

the new biotech labs in the city? In
very shadows of Johns Hopkins
Hosp:tal,mEastBthmore.

You look at the modern history of
so many of those mournful streets,
you've seen poverty, and houses fall-
ing down, and drugs and gunplay, and

people standing on street corners in
the middle of the day because they
haveno jobs.

Now you see the organized destrue-
tion of entire blocks of those rotting
old houses, and plans for new housing,
and the arrival of the biotech labs.

And those labs bring a wide variety
of jobs, technical and otherwise, and
a sense of hope where little has exist-
ed for a long time.

What a concept: jobs, instead of
guns. Livable housing, instead of rot.
~ The new report also calls the Bal-
itimore region Top § in per capita per-
sonal income growth, in household in-
come, in home ownership rates —and
in the price of houses,

Not all of this is the city’s gain, but
plenty of it is.

And what'’s particularly striking is

the overall ratings come after a long;
long siege where all suburban gains
seemed to reflect a simultaneous drop
in the city's fortunes.
That’s no longer the case,
We are becoming a region where
we share similar triumphs and sim-

| ilar troubles,

The report comes at a time when
Baltimore City has finally stopped its
half-century population slide.

‘Who's moving in?

People who can afford to pay the
high prices on all those new houses
that are being built. And people who
smqmployedtneducaﬁonandheakh
services.

Those two fields are also Top 5 cat-
egories for the Baltimore area in the
new study.

So are these: entrepreneurial dy-

physicians, i

years.

All of which is heartening news for
the entire metro area but leaves us
with the enduring bad news,

For all its im; in crime,
the area still s 19th out of 20.

Also in the Bottom 5: Manufactur-
ing employment and growth, housing
starts, overall air quality, leisure and
hospital employment, information em-

ployment and infant mortality rate.

But rhehomlcideconmmimes
to bring headlines.

’I‘ham'sconﬁnedmam]ytocer‘.am'

is incidental That it's
heavily drug-related is no consolation.
That it’s sometimes mindless, hope-
less teens going after other teens in
fits of rage is a constant source of
heartache.

Tt say= to all those outside the city
limits: That place isn't like our own.
That place is dangerous.

Butuow,s.sweznterthelastdays
of the year, maybe the message begins
to change.

The Greater Bnl%[gggg Committee
report says e region's doing
better — including the city

And the homicide figures since
Commissioner Bealefeld’s arrival,

dreadful as they are, heartbhreaking
as they are, might be a hint of better
news to come.
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