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On thotJulymornmgwbenrr.derlck_.... han<>
ed control. of the Baltimore Police Department, the blood
ran heavy t1lrough a lot ofcity streets.

The homicide count was alreadyup to 180, and only the
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Murder rate overshadows
Baltimore's accomplishments

routine nrlracles performed in bospi~

tal emergency rooms kept the fl~
thatlaw.

Now, 85 we head toward the cJos..
ing day!; of 2007, the body oount has
_2TI.

Meaning, since Bealefeld took 0YeI;
only~ the wtird -only" 15 used ironi­
ally, but '"" - only 97 _ ""'"-And the number 01 DOIl!atal
shoolings is dawn dramaticaD:y fn::m
a)1!:lIl'agIl.

In the city of BaWmore, this is

known os""'"""'"We take our bows wbereo.w we
=

But what;ls beartening In this fi­
nalweek ofthe year are measures far
broader than the killing rate Il!ld far
wider than the growing sense otglID­
onol oMJity>hat the d1wmghomklde
number implies.

In a State ot the Region study re­
leased recentlyby The Greater Ball.i­
more Conunitttt,. the Baltimore met­
ro area lOOked remarkably healthy in
a lot ofareas, 85 compared with 20 re­
gions around the country~

In105 benchmark categories mea~

"""'"qwilityoIlifu,""""'"v!t>li!yand economk health, the Baltimore
region srored 'IOp 5 rllJlldng:s in Z4
categories.. "

And Bottom5in 15 categories.
You can guess where the city's ho­

_Jandedthe_
Butlookat some oCthe good news:

Academic resean::b and development
~ toppod$18 hlIllon.

That's tops inthe country - tor the
seamd straight year - and it under­
liCl'JI"eS the growth of bioscience and

""""""'"Where are they creating a lot ot
the new biotec:h labs in the city? In
the vBy shadawi of Johns Hopk:lns
Hospital, inEast Baltimore.

You look at the modern history ot
so many of those mourn1'ul streets.
you've seen poverty, and houses fall­
ing down, and drug! and gunplay, and
people stancUng on street corners in
the middle of the day because they
hawnojobs.

Now you see the organized destruc­
tion of entire blocks ot those rotting
old houses, and plans tor new boosing.
and the arrival ot the biotech labs.

And those labs hriDg av.'ide variety
otjobs, teehn1cal and otherwise, and
a sense ofbope where little has exist­
ed tor a long dme.

What a amcept: jobs, instead of
guns. Livable housi.n& b:Jstead otrol

The new report a1!Io calls the Bal­
timore region 'Ibp 5 in per capita per­
sonal income growth, inbouseboki in­
came, inbome 0WIIf!l'Ship rates - and
in the p."ice ofbouses,

Not an ottJrle is the city'Il gain, but
plenty ofit is.

And what's partkularly slrikiDg is
the overaII~ come after a 10J:Jg;­
long siege where an suburban gaim
seemed to rellect a slmultaneous drop
in the city'B tortu:nes.

That's no longer the case.
~ are becoming a region where

we share similar triumphs and sim~

I liar troubles.
The report comes at a tJme when

Baltimon! Cityhall tina1ly stopped its
balf-century population slide.

Whdun"""" in?
People who can aft'ord to pay the

high prices on aD those DeW houses
that are befogbuilt. And people who
are employed ineducatlon and health
~

Thoge two fields are also Thp 5 cat­
egories for the Baltimol'e~ in the--So are these: entl'epreneurial dy-
nmrlsm,_~

firms, air quality iInprowmen1 and a
low number ofgoyernment wri'"..s.

The region ranked third in per­
centage of violent c:rfme reducUon
and 10th tor property crime redw:.
tion over the past three years.

All ofwh1ch is heartening news tbr
the entire metro area but leaves us
with the enduring bad Dews.

For all itsfm~ in crime.
the area stlll rank! 19th out of20-

Also in the Bottom 5: Manufactur­
ing employment and growth, housing
starts, averal.l air quality, leisure a.'ld
hospital employment, lnformatfon em-

pIoymEnt and iDfant mmtalil:y rate.
But the homicide count a:JI:ItiJmes

tohringheadJlnes -
Thai it's COD1hJed mainly to eer-.ain"

neigbborhoods is incidental That It's
beaviIy drug-reIated is no coosolatlon
That it's 9OIDl!tiroes mindJ.ess, h0pe­
less teens going after other teens m.
fits of rage is a constant 5O\l1'\."e or-It says to an tho&e outside the city
limits: That place isn't like our own.
That place is dangerous.

But now, as~ enter the last days
ot the year, maybe the message begins
to_

The Greater Baltimore Committee
report 6llYS the WhOle region's doing
hotter - including the cit>

And the homicide figures since
Commissioner Bealefeld's arrival,
dreadful as they are, heartbreaking
as they are, mightbe a hint of better

"""" to rome.
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