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GBC, local leaders meet on region's energy crunch
By Aarou Cahall
BD.m1ner staff' Writer

Increasingdemand on the region's
power grid

Iocreas1Dg complaInts from con­
sumers about rising energy rates.

In=asing """""" obout globoJ

""""""n.e """" _ facing the
area over the next decade are nu­
merous and large. and the 8Olutions
may be Incremental advances nth­I er than &Weeping actions, prlvateand

state energy executives saki at a em­
fereDee bosled Monday by the Great­
er Baltimore Committee. -

*HOW dO we k&ip bi1I5 down, the
li&bta 00 and meet OW' environmental.
..,.tsr.-MaIooIm WooU: """'"
tor of the Maryland Energy Admin­
istration. "There are no silverbullets,
but there are a lot of options. I think
otitas sihwbucksbot.-

The us. must iIM5l as much as
$750 billioD in ita energy infrastruc­
ture to meet Mlstomerdemand, "o1i'hkh
Isapected to lncrt!ase as:nweh 8540'
poreent In tho "'" lew'''''''''''' MId
WUllam Brier, vice pres1dent for pol·

icy and public affairs at the Edison
Electric Institute.
Rateincreasesin~JelifS~

been driven by utilities' fuel 8nd in­
I'rastructure costs -eompanifts must
brace for blgjumps In capital expens­
es in coming years, Brler said.

Maryland has lagged behind other
""'" In "'in<...... n.e-. flO"­
ernmenthas taken the first steps to-

"""'- -"".........,...energyplan. and much oftbe tedmoI-
ogy to mike homes more energy-em.
dent Is alreadya".Ilabk, Woolfsaid.

PlInlAllen, chieferMronmental om­
cer ofConstellation Energy, touted the

compall)"5 plansto build nuclear plI'W­
erP\aDt31n the u.s.and CaMda.

Heaaidtbecompanybasbeen
examlning its c::aM!rt Clif(s Nude­
ar Power Plant in Swthern Mary­
land and said the possibility ofbring­
ing new nuclear power facilities to
Maryland woukl depend in part on
bow lawmakers change state lues.

"We'D. be watclrlng this spedaI ses­
skin ''elY closely to see if Maryland
is a triendly place for these _ or if
neighboring states are more recep­
!hoe to having them in their~
donnie said. .
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