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EDITORIAL

Only ‘silver buckshot’
can slay electric beast

will have to compete for electricity at
high cost, especially as we keep buy-
ing more gadgets for our homes and
businesses. For example, that wide-
screen HDTV uses four to six times
more electricity than a traditional TV.
More people living in bigger houses
mean heating and cooling costs rise
faster than the population rises.

Higher costs lead to slower eco-
nomic growth and fewer jobs, so con-
taining them needs to be a top priori-
ty for everyone in the state.

we need multiple solutions — silver
buckshot. The experts agree. So do
we.

lines must drop their aesthetic ar-
guments in favor of keeping up with
demand.

Another way to manage costsis to
reduce electricity use at home. Turn-
ing off lights is a start, but they are
only about 5 percent of your electric-
ity bill. A better way to manage costs
is to make sure your home is well in-
sulated and to cut electricity use at
peak times,

BGE won approval from the Pub-
lic Service Commission in April to
start a pilot program to install “smart

tion about how to shift heavy use to
off-peak times. That would not only
help consumers to save money, but
leave more energy for essential ser-
vices during peak times and more ef-
bctwelydisﬁbmeelwmdtymev-

Huwtopropeﬂymmagemrm—
gy infrastructure may not be an ex-

ter failure (economically and environ-
mentally) if the 50 percent rate hike
in June can serve as an example. We
need a competitive tax structure to
attract businesses and policies that
smportsnhmonslike“smm'tmm's’
giving residents the power to take
control of energy use. Hiking taxes
is a sure way to deter the best minds
coming to Maryland. It also would
stifle investment in a wide array of
ventures that could help energize our
fizzling power system.
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