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EDITORIAL
·Only 'silver buckshot'
can slay electric beast

.

0'" th!ng""'i>ono!of_
agreed CRl Mondaymorning::
Then! Is DO -sIh"e!'l:Wl~ 10­
lution to Maryland's inexora­

ble electric power supply problem..
We Deed "silver bucksbot..----""""".........and t:hrougI:KM. the countty - some
estimates place increases at 40 per­
cent nationally by 2080 - means we
will have to compete for e1ectricityIt'"""-_..""......"..ina: more gadgets for our homes and
businesses. For example, that wide­
screen HDTV uses four to six times
more eled:ricitythan. tnlditiooaI TV.
Mare people Ihing iD bigger bouaes
mean heating and cooling costs rise
raster than the population rises.

Higher costs lead to slower eco­
IIOIIIic: growth and fewft'jobs, so COD­

talniDg them needs tobe a top pricrl.
ty for everyone in the state.

Malcolm Woolf, Maryland Ener­
gy Administratioo director, told the
Greater Baltimore Committee'sBusi­
ness 0UtkS6k cmna GiS! fikfast

we need multiple 9Ohrtions - silver
buckshot.. '!be experts agree. So do....

Any plan must includeexpanding
access to electricity by ronservins
building more tnnsmissinn lines, iD­
a-easillg capacity and integrating re­
newable lIllUl'CeS. That means thoge
who oppose supposedly unsight­
ly wind Carms J:ndA:)r trllDsmisslon
!iDes must drop their aestbetic 8l'­
guments in 6m:Ir ofb!eping up w:itb
demand

Another way to manage 00sts Is to
reduce electricity use at home. 'fum­
ina: off lights Is a start.. but they an!
oaly about. 5percent. oCyour eIedric­
itybill. A better way to manIIge COlIt:s
Is to make sure your bome Is well iD­
su.Iated and to cut electricity use at
peal< llmeL

8GB wonl.ppl'ClVll from the Pub­
lic Service Commission in April to
start apilot program to instaD. "smart
meters- in homes. They would allow
residents to analyze their eIectridty
use in real time and pnm;Ie infun:na-

tion about how to shift. heavy use to
off-peak times. That would not only
help consumers to save money; but
leave more energy for essential ser­
vices during peak times and more ef­
fedively distribute electrieity~ e¥-

"'"""Haw to properly manage our ener-
gy infrastructure may not be an e:x­
__......keyto_
growth, just like ensuring the state
will have enoogh wa1e!' for new de­
\'dopment. State price cap is an ut­
ter failure (economkaIJy and environ­
mentalJy) if the 50 percent rate hike
in June can 5en'e as an example. We
Deed • competitive tax structure to
attract b"sinesses and. poUcies that
support solutions like "smart meters"
giving residents the power to take
control or energy nse. Hiking taxes
Is. sure way to deter the bestminds
~ the most innovative ideas from
coming to Maryland. It al50 would
stifle investment in a wide~ of
ventures that cculd help eoer&ize our__'l"lem.
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