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things donc,M .
It may be a miscalculation tn

exclude the GOP. O'Malley needs
71 votes in the House and 24 in
the Senate to win suppol1 for his
plan, and legalizing slots. one of
the most di\1sl\'e elements, may
dcpe-nd on GOP suppon.

~A firsHenn legislator's VOle
counts just as much ... as 8

fourth-term legislator's \'Ole
counts," said Donald C. Fry, a for­
mer Democratic stafe senator
who is presidenl and CEO of the
CrealeT Baltimore CgmmjHre.
'One VOle is one votc. When you
ha\'e to get to the critical nwnbers
of 71 in the House and 24 in the
Senate, each vote is equal and
equallylmponantM

\"\"here are freshmen findIng
their cucsl

The presiding oflk~rs steer
the bus and have a lot of influ­
ence, bUI ultimately il comes
down to what constituents want.
said Dd. luhn A. Olszewski Jr,
(D-Dist, 6) of Dundalk, at 25 the
legislature's youngltSl member,
~We were elected by a con­
stituency that has certain needs
... and if we feel like that com­
munity isn't served well,
whether it's slots or something
else, we're nOI going to pul fourl
constlluency second'-

It's important for rookie law·
makers to be independent, espe­
cially because they are usually
considered Iowan the totem pole,
Hucker said. Ihere's an unhelp­
ful public perception that you run
for office, you come to Annapolis
and the vctcran lawmaker.> tell
you how to \'Ote and twist your
ann."

The freshman class is ready to
tackle the deficit. Waldstreicher
sald.

~For mosl of the freshmen, we
all have experience outside of Ule
legislalurc in policy advocacy and
social justice Issues, so even
thou~ we're new to the legisla·
ture, we're not new to theses
issues .. , of lax. fairness. ls."ucs or
protecting middle-cia'» families."

Kina;
Does O'Malley

need GOP voles!

Government
House, where
budgel discus­
sions were
front and cen·
ler,

"It's hard
for people to
imagine what Hucker
they're going 10 lk1der OJ kit of
be in for, the pofifical pressure
polilical pres-
sure they're going to be under
from bolh constituents and lob­
byists." said Del. Tom Hucker,
who previously spent time in
Annapolis as execudve director of
Progressive Maryland.

The c105Cd luncheon made
headlin~ when O'r·..talley, in
response to a question from
Hucker, said he would consider
backing a referendum on expand.
ed gambling,

MHe said then and he said the
next day that he's open to any­
thing thatm~ us toward con·
sensus.- said Hucker (D-Disl. 20)

of Silver Spring.
Several

freshman
Repuhllcans
nol inviled 10
Monday's
lunch said they
weren't miffed
by the exclu­
sion, but sug·
gested inviting
only the
Dcmocrats
runs countcr 10

O'Malley's goal of building con­
sensus across pany lines.

~I don~ know if he feels that
he doesn'[ need the freshman
Republicans or if he [thinks hel
has the votes with the freshman
Democrats,- said Del, 'ames I.
KinFl (R·Din, 33Al of Gambrills. MI
don't feel slighted at all, but it's an
indication to me that he feels he
doesn't need our votes to get
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Waldstreicher
It's a big class,
so votes matter

ANNAPOUS - !.ike 'many
of his freshman colleagues. Del.
Jeff Waldstreicher was simply
trying to figure out where the
bathrooms were during his first
legislati\'C session.

Nine months after taking
office, rusl-lerm lawmakers are
being thrown into the lion's den
as the legislature prepares to
take up Go\'. Martin O'Malley's
plan 10 bridge a projected $1.7
billiun budget deficit,

The size of lhe newly
inducted freshman dass - 36
in lhe House and 12 in the Sen­
ate- could giVe first-lime law­
makers a more pivotal role in

the debate.
-I don't

think anyone
can consider
us as a group
to be back­
be-nchers, ~

said WaIdslIe­
icher (D-Oist.
18) of Kens­
ington.
"Therc's just
too many of
us. It's a big

freshman class, and our votes as
a group maner critically 10 the
outcome orlile special session,"

As O'Malley (OJ works III
build consensus, he's reaching
See FRESHMAN. hie A-9,
out to thedass of2007, who have
ncvcr cast votes on legalized slor
machines. The governor on Mon­
day inviled
freshman
Democrats to

Slots vote could hinge
on freshman lawmakers
• Governor courts Oems
.as he pitches proposals
for reducing the defic~
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