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of the Texas A&M Univ~ity System.
1be study was released on the same

day !.hat officials announced the forma­
[jon of ~e Central Maryland Trans­
portation Am.nee, which wiD focus on
Baltimore City and the
~ 9WTOOnding coun-
ties.

The nonprofit
group will ~'e about
a S7OO,(XX) annual h0d­
ge!, said CEO Otis R0l­
ley m, who resigned
as Baltimore Mayor
Sheila. Dixon's chiefof

RegionaJb~ leaders
continued to push for the stale

to b)()St; transportation fund­
ing, releasing a study Tuesday
caIUng traffic congestion a
costly, serious impedlment't4.'
economic deveJopmenL ".

'The study - jointJy~
sored by the GfCller B.ltj­
roor. Commlttll. the__ W rd

of Trode, and the Mo.yIond
Chamber of Comm..-ce ­
found that Maryland's con­
gested roadways cost S3 bil­
lion in lost time and wasted
fuell"VeI")1' year.

-An efficient and. ~I:labl~
transportation system is itsel!
not sufficient togu~ a
~g. competitive economy,
but it ls,necessary. And the fie­

cess4Y.,~§eater today than
.ever before: saiCl the study,
conducted· ~y t4~ ~T..x..
Tr8MPC?1'trion Iri;liUte. pUt
SEE 1'RA.llJSPORTAOON PAGE 'n"
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TRANSPORTATION

New group seeks trnnsit funds
Study for regional business lecuiers

says traffic woes cost $3B a year
stat!' to take the posi­
tion 81 the al11ance. It
will be funded lMgely
by area charitable
foundations. He said
the alliance will sharp­
en the fOCWl on trans­

portation needs, a ma­
jor concern lor many
in business, as weD as ~unllyleaders
and public omcia1s.

"h's going to be very dimcult to say no
when you have so many diverse and--,"--,"RoIJey"';<1

Mayor Dixon said many t:raruJPQrta­
tion issues are shared among jnrisdic­
lions, and DOled 1ha1 the support at_·
.... and nooproIlt_wlIl help move
1IIe lr.Inspor1allDn agenda fo<wanl.

"Ha"lng the pm.... oecta...., up and
get involved can only enhance our ef·
forts 500net rather than later in what
we're tlyfn& to do,#< she said.

Donald C. Fry, president and CEO of
the Greater Baltimore Comntlttee, said
the results of the study underscore the
need for improvements in roads, public
transit and ports. The GBC has caIled tor
$600 mllIloo In additional ..... fundIDg
for~

WhUe Gov. llaltiD Q'MaIley's plan to
nD3e !bite reverwe COIltlI.ln5 $392 rnillioD
In ......__ Fry"';d
__ be.....,p,._to1he

8tDd:7, armW mae.e ~WOO mDlk:an
"""",,_fl;37__ ..-6,SOO

jobs. AJl. trlatlue of t600 miDicrl 'fouId

save 11 billion and aeaLe 8, 100 jobs.
The ptQjec:ted S8\ings were based on

fe"l\'et tnmc dela)-s and reduced vehicle
fuel consumption, while the new jobs
were ba5ed on the effects of infrastruc­
ture construction lllld increased eco­
nomic activity.
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Fiy, also a vice cllainnan of the trans-
portation alliallce, pointed to datt from

the Maryland De­
partment of
Transportation
that suggest about
$250 million is
needed to main­
tain existing I:J'alIs.

portation infras­
tructure. He said
S600 million would .
cover all of the
needs in a backlog
of nearly 100 pro­
jects for the state.

-I think the
most significant19­
sue is that there
are COSt'J in wast-

ed fuel, lost economic opportunity and
just lost time for people because of con­
geoolon,• he sald. "The gridlock ;, likely tD
expand and result in additional cost to
citizens unless we improve the trans­
portation infrastructure,-

And the problems are apparent to
most businesspeople, said Laura 1.. Gam­
ble, president of Bank of America.
Mltyland. who is the alliance's vice

"""""oman.
-Yau go into any meeting with any

group, and someone i9 complaining about
hoW long it took to get from point A to
point B, or the lack of alternatives be-­
cause they were stuck on the beltway oc
whatever,· she said

Jsmes 1.. Shea, ch&irmaI'I of the law
ftrm Veneble u.P. heads the board of
directors of the new at1iance. He said
there are many WJO'8 that the~
can consider paying for needed trans­
portation lmprovemento, andb_
will """" tD oIwe the _ but be sol!!
..-people_~theneed

tobe~,e.

-uke all thJ:np in business, if you
_~_"",_wlD_

and not...,.,..,.j,• be said.

-h's going to be very
difficuhto sey no
when you heve so
meny diverse end
strong groups working
together-
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