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Study: Congestion costs
area motorists $426M

•
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The time BaJtimore-area m0­
torists spend stuck in trsffic adds
up quickly and costs drivers in the
long run.

Commuters in the Baltimore area
spent 30 million hours of addition­
al time on the roads and 19 milUon
gaIlona of additional gas /1Sll result
oltramc~n in 2005, accord­
Ing to the federally sponsored Ur­
ban Mobility Report released this
week by the Texas Transportation
Institute.

The additionallill'lc and fuel costs
the public an equivalent of $4:26 mil­
lion a year, according to the report.

The Greater Baltimore Cpmmjt_= is urging the state to increase
funding to the funsportation Trust
Fund b)' as much as S600"btillion a
year, said Donald Fry; president and
CEO of the GBC. The Baltimore re­
gion faces population increases and
Increasing demand because ofabout.
40.000 new jobs coming to the area
due to the Base Realignment and
Closure program.

'"We are racing a situation in which

800- ,

our l"O!Ids are more and more congest­
ed every day,· Fry said. -lfwe don't

address this, we'regoing to have even
more gridlock than we do today.~

*There is no 'magic' technology
or solution on the horizon, because
there is no slng{e cause of conges­
tion,- Tim Lnmax, a researcl1 engi­
neer at the Texas Tran.sportation
Institute, said in a statement

Existing public transportation
within the metro area prevented
$200 million in additional delays, le­
coming to the report.. Trame con­
gestion ha! worsened steadily since
the report first began tracking trav
e1 in 1982-

-For decades, wew tried to light
tratriC congestion by building new
roads: Johanna Neumann. policy
advocate for Maryland PIRG, said
in I statemenl ~We need to expand
bus and rail systems to reduce the
number of drivers on the road. D0­
Ing 90 will reduce our nation's de­
pendence on fossil fueJ.g and address
congestion problems before the)'
cripple our metro rsegion!

fJCUlIlIQno@bglti/IWnUalffwr.CfJm

80!22
Account 19087 (328)

,

Pagel 012

rolandk
Highlight


