
Joe NathafW)fI healh Urban b'/rInU­
tiOJl AuociateJlIu:., Q: BaltilllOl'C­
tHul!!d «OfWm~ Q/ld tommUllity de­
~/Qp,"ellt co/l.SUltu.,firm. He tall M
tolflarudaturban~

ollrene Poulsen. representing the
~DesignCenter, there
.... a mere "stapling~I""'of
klcal plans containing predetel'­
mined roadway projects.

Another citizen noted that it
was the BR'TB in 2003 that tOOk
a leadership position. advocating
for maint.aining both the Red and
Green transit lines as its priority
bUSit projects - something the
state responded to with planning
fund;. _

Joseph T...Jody" Landers, exec­
utive vice president of the Greater
Baltimore Board of Realtors, said,
"We need a plan for the region that
citizens and elected leaders alike
can embrace enthlls;astiNilly. A
plan that presents a bold ~ision Cor
the future otthe region. and that

• will enable us to continue to COD-­

pete JIO'W and into the next 5e\"er'­

aJ decades. It isn't going to happen
unless you collectively and individ­
ually make this a priority and put
some creativity and resources be­
hind it.-

He's right. Resources are the key.
orcourse, all ofthe major tzanspor­
tation imprOl;ements beiDg adv0­
cated IIllJSt compete withotherbig­
ticket highway and transit needs
across the state. Porcari has c0n­

sistently advocated for more m0n­
ey for the Maryland Transporta­
tion Fund, on the order of $400
million to $600 million ayear.

The plan's fatal flaw is its c0n­
strained view of the fwlds avai1­
able for strategk transportation:
irn-estments. The fuca1 estimates
are based on the recent~of
transportation spending. This m­
cludes a lSoyear period with DO

rise in the gasoI.ine tax, which rep­
resents an aberration from earli­
er periods of funding for transpor­
tation.

But, it\ not too late. Revised es­
timates of transportation re'o'eIJllfS
in 2008 might )"ield another $200
million to $300 millionannually for
the Baltimore region. That wvu1d
allow for a plan update presenting
a rebalancing of the iffi.1!5tments
for transit and roadways. These
strategic decisions should serve
to support a region with a higtier
quality of life and enhanced ec0­

nomic ~;ta1ity.

'''''hie an earlier planning eftOri,
the now a!rnost..(orgotten Vision
2030, had the potential to reshape
the region into one that channels
growth to public transit hubs and
helps to reduce suburban_spr'9.wl
- and traffic - the current docu-
ment lacks a cohesr.-e vision.

Comments from public officials
and citizens at the recent final pili­
lie bearing in Canton in Baltimore
City made Itsshortcomings cm:

""'"Plancing Se<retuy lli<b­
ard Han reminded tho6e in atten­
dance of the principles of Smart
Growth established In 1997 and the
challenges in meeting them. C0n­
cerns about environmental stew­
ardship' and achieving acceptable
levels or air quality were reatund
in the presentationofSbariWiJscm,
secretary ofthe em-ironmenl~maryol PIJ<.

carl DOted that the state'smoo6Jr
transportation is guided by 'baI­
ance~ - particularly a balance in
the provision of highway and tran­
sit facilities.

Among those ....110 studied the
proposed transportation plan,
many saw investments that 'WOUld
yield new coogested~
serving sprawfing de\'eIopmmt
and offering fewer transportatioD
choices than they deemedpossible.
As the microphone was opened to
comments by a wide lllTBY of area
organizations and Individuals., it
was striking how little the c0nsid­
erations raised by the CaI::inet~
fleers ...."t're being observed inOut­
100>2035.

Doo "". _ on<! CEO of
the Greater BaltimoreCommittee,
noted some key derideDcies in Out-

'

look 2035, including the omissioIl

I
ofcritical transit projects, notably
the Green Line presented in the
2002 Regional Rail Plan, substan­
tial improvements for the MARC
commuter rail S)'5tem, and. the £ail­
un! to make the im:estny>nts~
sary to support base realignment..
induced grmrlh.

P\lblie comments showed the
BRTB stepping back from earfi.
er commitments to a more-robust
regional trarulit system. The bal­
ance of new in~'estments was seen
as swinging decidedly in fawr d
more lanes ofhighwa)'s to the det­
riment of new rail t:ransit~
ties. And, then! was no m;erall vi­
sion to guide the choice of~
in~-estments.lnstead,in the words
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T
rtation Outlook 2035 bills itself as "Creating a Blueprint:ti:Baltimore Region's Future." As the kmg-~~

tatilmplanforBaltimol'eCityandthelh"e~~ :
this document _ and the decisions that flow from It - can~

communitiesgrowand function in the decades ahead. Still:ee~=. the report outlines bow bi!lion5 could be spent on high­
way5, tr'allSit Cacilities and transportation system operatlOns thr0ugh­
out the region.

JOE NATHANSON
Transportation outlook I
cloudy for Baltimore
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