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GRGs Fry says
transportation
needs more cash
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Acc:or<ling tD a tDp reeiooal_­
..... advocato. the WlO miQ;oo or all
Gov. Martu,.O'MaIIey plans tD put to­
~ state~ nil and transit .",.,...
~ and projeds each yaar is oOly two­
thirds of _ the.,...... requires. .

Genter Baltimpre Cpmmittee CEO
Donald Fty .. pressing the O'Malley ad­
ministration and state 1eais1ators to em­
ploy more attention - and state funds
- to a $40 billion bk:kIoe' in traDsporta­
tion improvements. which need at least
$600 million a year to proere9&, he said.

As state leaders work to reeolve a$1 7
billi&n budaet shortfall. eUher in a~
cial session of the GeneraI Assembly or
in its regular 2008 sesaion,. Fry said he
is lobbying to bring the transportation
funding neod tD the Iorelrnnl lAwmak­
ers said it may be difficuh to address

oc..........__ "'V__....

.........~--

this year.
-I think it's 20ma to be hard to get

more,than ($400 million} with aD the
other things that are going on.· said
Sen. James E. DeGrange Sr., an Anne
Anmdel Democrat who chairs the~
ate Budget and Tuation Committee's
IransportaOOo JUbrommittee.

O'Malley WM:iJed his planstD_
the budget shortDll tD Gener.lI Assem­
bly-. Sept 1B, and IleGr>nge Slid
they inchtded inaeaes incar~ tD..
es and corpond:e income tues as po.
sible sources of revenue for the state's
Tran__Tru"Fund, _ boIds
money dedicated to tnmsportation ~
orations and capil>1 projects. '0'MaIIey
hasn't advocated. an increase in gasoline
taxes, "but I don't think that's off the
table,· DeGnnao said.

In testimony to a joint transportation
committee of the legislature Sept. 18,
Fry pra<nl<d a plan tD reach the $600
million goal The strategy"ipcluded a
PI to. inaeue of 10 cents per rallon.
a titling tal: increaae from 5 percent to 6
percent an4 an increase in the propor­
dOD of sales and corporate iocome taxes
dedicated to transportation.

O'Malley spokesman Rick Abbnuz.
ese did not outline the details of the ad­
ministration's plans but IIlIid mono would
be reveaJed during the """' ofSept. u.
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