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For winners,
city’s issues
to broaden

BY JOHN FRITZE
AND SUMATHI REDDY
(SUNK REPORTERS]

For months, Baltimore’s top Democrats have
focused almost exclusively on crime and edu-
cation in their bids for citywide office. But
whoever wins in Tuesday’s primary election
will face four years of other daunting prob-
lems — including many that have barely regis-

with abandoned homes. An increasingly
clogged transportation system and a regional
competition to attract relocating military
workers. Whether to back slots and, if so,
where. The job, to put it mildly, will not be
easy.

“Whoever is elected after Tuesday is going to
have to continue the momentum and
progress that Baltimore has been fortunate to
have achieved over the last five to six years,”
said Donald C. Fry, president of the Greater
Baltimore Commitiee “What’s critically im-
[Please see ISSUES, 6A]
portant is having the political will
to make tough decisions.”

Seven Democrats are running
for mayor, including Mayor Sheila
Dixon, City Councilman Keiffer J.

Mitchell Jr, Del. Jill P. Carter and
schools administrator Andrey
Bundley. Four are running for
president of the City Council, in-
chzctlng the incumbent, Stepha~

ty activm Michael Sarbanesand
City Councilman Kenneth N. Har-
ris Sr.

Assuming the Democratic nomi-
nees win in November's general
election — a near-certainty in a
city with an overwhelmingly
Democratic voter registration —
they will face tough decisions al-
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most from the moment they are
sworn in this December.

Early stages of the annual budg-
et process begin at the end of this
year. The city’s $2.65 billion budg-
et — for years buoyed by real es-

in from Annapolis for local pro-

grams,

And as officials wrestle with less
revenue from real estate taxes
and the state government, they
are also under pressure to cut the
property tax — the city’s largest
source of revenue — because the
rate is higher than any other juris-
diction in Maryland. Less tax reve-
nue will make it harder for the
city to pay for everything from po-
lice to park maintenance, but
keeping the rate high could stunt

L

The city’s tax rate is $2.268 per
$100 of assessed value. The next
highest rate, in Baltimore County,
is $1.10 per $100 of value.

John T. Willis, a senior executive
in residence at the School of Pub-
lic Affairs at the University of Bal-
timore, said one of the most
pressing issues in Baltimore and
other urban centers is expanding
the local economy and the tax
base.

“What hasn't received a lot of at-
tention, [and] which is imperative
for any local government, is how
do we improve our job opportuni-
ties and our tax base,” Willis said.
“Part of the decline of the Ameri-
can city has been the relative de-
cline of its incoming wealth com-
pared to its neighbors.”

Recent polls for The Sun have in-
dicated that residents feel crime
is the most pressing issue facing
Baltimore — and the leading can-
didates have spent much of the
summer campaign debating
whether to confront violence
with a big increase in police offi-
cers or a more community-friend-
ly approach. But residents often
offer entirely different ideas for
dealing with crime, such as better
street lighting and home owner-
ship programs.

“Every last one of them have to
give the residents of Baltimore a
reason to stay here,” Mary M.
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Increasingly, whatever happens

deal with a dilapidated sewer sys-
tem. Local governments across
the country are borrowing bil-
lions to make federally required
repairs to reduce the amount of
sewage leaking into streams.

Overall, the city's sewer system
serves about 1.6 million custom-
ers and the water system serves
about 1.8 million. Baltimore has
consistently increased its sewer
and water fees — which also af-
fects suburban consumers tied
into the city’s system — for more
than a decade and has spent
about one-third of the $1 billion it
expects will be needed to upgrade
the system by 2016.

Those repairs, which are al-
ready under way, will ultimately
help reduce pollution in the Ches-
apeake Bay. But in the meantime,
they can tear through neighbor-
hoods, rip up sidewalks and
streets, clog traffic and limit
parking.

Northwast Ba]u more could

t Annapolis.
Gov. Martin O’Malley has sug-
gested that slot machines could
very well be on their way to Mary-
land’s racetracks, including Pimli-
co, to help balance the state’s
budget. City government will not
have a direct say in the matter,
but it will be affected.

In other dities, local leaders have
used the bully pulpit to negotiate
for a portion of the revenue col-
lected from slots. The city may
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Aaron Meisner, who is vice presi-
dent of the Mount Washington
Improvement Association but
who also leads an anti-slots initia-
tive, said he hopes the next mayor
gltm up a fight against gambling

“If the city leadership isn’t out
front saying things like, ‘We dont
need another predator, we've got
enough addictions, let’s solve
some of our pmtienu first,’ then
the silence is read in Annapolis as
stick it in Pimlico,” Meisner said.
“There is an trnportzm role in the
debate for the leadership in city
government.”

In the near-term, successful can-
didates will finalize contracts
with the city’s public safety
unions, choose a police commis-
sioner and other agency heads,
and begin to enforce the smoking
ban that goesinto effect Feb. 1.

More systemic problems incdude
the huge number of city-owned
vacant properties and the grow-
ing drain city retirement benefits
might have on the budget.

Already under way is a competi-
tion with area jurisdictions to at-
ing into the region through base
realignment. While Baltimore’s
newly elected officials will be able
to promote the possibilities of-
fered by the city — including po-
tential new developments intend-
ed to replace vast swaths of aban-
doned housing — they must also
allay these families’ concerns
about such things as the troubled
public school system and safety
on the streets.

Donald F. Norris, a professor
and chairman of the public policy
department at the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County,
noted that there are even more
fundamental issues leaders must
consider dealing with, including
poverty and population loss.

The poverty rate for individuals
in Baltimore is nearly 23 percent,
and for families nearly 19 per-
cent, almost double the national
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by the bureau last month to be
the highest in the nation —
though the city’s median income
was far lower, only $36,031.

“As long as the city is essentially
Maryland's warehouse for the
poor and the poor are highly con-
centrated ... in the city, then
these social pathologies are gong
to continue,” Norris said. “No-
body talks about that.”

Norris, who teaches urban poli-
cy, also said city leadership must
work to stem Baltimore’s popula-
tion loss — a drop-off of 85,000
from 1990 to 2000. Though the de-
cline appears to be slowing — the
city’s population dropped nearly
20,000 between 2000 and 2006 —
itis still an issue.

“What the mayor of Baltimore
will face in the next four years,
eight years or 20 years is more of
the same that we've seen. And [
think it’s going to take a very
strong mayor who is willing to ex-
ert a lot of influence, use [her or
his] power to get in there, shake
things up and make changes,” Nor-
ris said. “But if it’s business as usu-
al than there’s no reason to believe
mmanydwmwﬂloccur.
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PRIMARY
ELECTION

Polls will be open Tuesday from
7amto8pm

To find your polling location, call
Baltimore's Board of Elections at
410-396-5550 or gorto
www

voting/where.html

I ONLINE

To view mayoral campaign ads,
goto .com/
campaignads

For coverage of the Baltimore
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