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The city's primary choice
Tuesdays Democratic victor slwuld set the tone for
development in Baltimore for the rest of the decade

-a-tyWhen you
baiIlI lhe~IIIfI .
syIlMIand.-.­
lhe crilni.. activity
DR lhe "lIts ._ thal's
goi.. to be lhe
ltaIlia. point..·

.Y ANDV ..0 ....

....,.nt...."-4U"~._
CommmrltJ leadml wUllook to whomev­

er is elected mayor of Baltimore this fall to
harneM the city's economk growth poten­
tial by connrttn.
problems into -.eta.

Voters will 10 to
til< pou. Tueodq to<
tile Domocntlc prima­

ry election. • vote that
hiatorlcaUy decides
rn.apy BaltImore races.
The winner, who will
face RepubUcan Elbert
R. Hende!'l!lon In the
November. general
elect1on, will Ukely set
the tone for develo~

menl, both on the
l&rIfJ acale and in the
city's nelghborhooda, for the rest of the
decode.

Crtme roghting_. property tax po'
tcy and education are abo seen as key tools
in the city's economic development strate­

1'1. and candidates have focused in on those
issues. Many community and business adv0­
cates say Baltimore's economy would beneftt

rrom taId.n& advanlale of the city's underuti­
Used work force and ita Iaip stodl: of un­
used or dilapidated housin&-

This election wiD see dtizens e:t.oo.e their'
tint mayor eince Martin O'MalJQ J'f'8iped
in January after beinI elected JOvernGl and

then·Clty Council
President SheU.
DiIon took over at
Ballimor< C1lJ IIolL

llcJNId C. FI7._
idenl of the Gnat"
1.lllmore Commit.
1M, noLed that BalU­
more'. mayor _111
have to worlt to c0n­

tinue the city's recent
progress and make
8'W'e It continuee to be
an attl'active pWce.fOl'

people to ltve and
work.

-Probably the most crittcal tJUna for the
next "'*Yor to do is to make sure that WI!

continue the progrma that we've made over
the past lib: to eight years,. Fry said. -rh~

are still a lot of people who are very inter·
ested in investinlln our city. and we want to
make IJUl"e we come up with ways to contin-

SEE PRIMARY PAGE IlIA

Page 1 of4

tI ot 12
Account 10087 (301)

756 -9

rolandk
Highlight



TlUnAILY
RECORD

OU.
Loea1OC1Il:
Circulalloo (OM"):
T1pe (FreqwllCy')
p....Ko.-.

MondII1. Sep1fiTlber 10. 2001
BALTIMORE. MO
11,000 (2.)
Nenpaper (0)
1,10
GruC.f BdirTlonoCom~

capital
Oipping Service
A I!lrrelesl.ua! Coo1pany

"We will insist the'
doing business in Bel­
timo,. City "",uires
the treining end hiring
of its residents:

ue to attract them..·
Education and BaltlmOl1!'. persis­

tent violent crime rate have loomed
large in the mayon! race 80 far, but
n\Il\f candidIltH aho link thoee w ec0­

nomic development I••ues. Mayor
OlJ.:on, City Councilman Keiffer J.
Mitchell Jr., State Del. Jill P. Carter,
_ admlnlotn1or Ancboy_.
Ph1Up Brown, act1vtst A Robert Kauf­
man and businessman Mike Schaefer
are seeking the amee.

In the moot recent poll coodu<tod by
The (Baltimore) SUn, Dimn had 46 per­
cent, MlteheU 19 percent. Bundley 4
percent and Carter 2 percent. Brown,
Kaufman and Schaefer ..ere at 1 per.
cent or less. Undedded voters made
up 28 percent of the total.

10 an interview. Dixon eald • top
priorltJ' for the next mayan! term is
gain, to be conttnu.ed growth of the
city's employment base.

-nte creation of
Jobs with quality
salaries is going to
be a big piece,· she
said. •Also, helplnl
small buslneu
make that next
step 15 going to be
critical.•

She noted that
she expects to
work closely with
the state govern·
ment to minimize
the local damage
from any budget cuts that could come
u the state addreeaea a loominl Sl.46

bUllon budget ddldt.
Dixon aI80 points to her work on

the otTs property tax rate, which at
$2.268 per '100 of UltMed vaJue ill
more than double that of any other Ju­
risd1etJon bt the state, and the need. to
.cidftes tile dty'l taree number of va­
c.nt propertiIIls. Her adinlnistratIon hM
aet a prel1rninary target oflower1n8 tax-

es by 2& percent.
Mitchell, whose economie develop­

ment plan includes empltaads on IJD.ill
b__kforu deftlcpment ....

deereased tl%e., .ald be would en­
courace cooperation betweftl the dt;J

and private enterprlaes to brtnt em·
ployment to Baltimore.

-'lbe main eore is att:ractlnl bull­
nessel amall and w.e to our city,­
Mitchell sald. -nw's why I do a lot of
{work} on creating, partnenhlp.s be­
tween the city and the business com­
munlty.- .

Carter said education and work
force development remain her top prl·
od\I'. She said preparing people for JoI>o

will help control
crime and apUf de­
velopment.

·Clearly.
when you build up
the educ:atiQnal sys­

tem and decrease
the- crim.lnal activi­
ty on the streets ...
that's loing to be
the starting point,·
Carter said.

Bundley, who
did not return
phone c~1I8 last

week seeking comment, wrote on his
campaign Web 8ite that his top buai­

ness priority will II1so be to work with
employers to brlngjobl!l to the areL He
baa laid"he wW focu.s resources on
nei.hborhood-
based deve.lop-
'menL

·We wUJ lna1st
that dolns busl­
neaa in Baltimore
City requlrn the
_ .... 1llI1nll

of ita resldenta.·
the Web tdte reads:_...........
he would encour-
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.ge buslneu to
contribute to a
fund that would
support 80claJ and economic develop­
ment in the dt)'.

Candldatea seneraUy agreed that a
comprehensive economic development
plan for the city is going to take into ac·
count 801utiOM to Baltimore's housing
and crime problems. In both cases, the
city hu an opportunity to tum a liabU·
ity into an 8!J8e1, obseJvera said. The
city often loses tax money on vacant
property, and has to spend public sale­

ty money to prevent tires.
Hathaway Ferebee, executive di­

rector of the S.f. and Sound Cam·
paign, a group that advocates for reo
sources for chlldren and tUni.1ies in Bal­
timore, said helping prepare people for
work also reduces the burden they
could put on society by resorting to
crime or being put in prison.

•All of that's going into the plus side
01 our economy, and they're not drain­
ing on the minus side,· she said.

Carter said it ma.k!!s sense to start
small in neighborhood economic de­

velopment
"U we had more thrlving small and

medium-sized business throughout the

citll number one,
we would have in­
creased employment

... and the second
thing Is have less
crime.-

Mitchell also
noted that economic
d.evelopment has
generally been driv­
en by sman bUlli­
ness, but pointed
out that the city can
also benefit from
larler employers,

especiaUy in the biotechnology and sci­

enWk:: sectors.
Transportation willlikeJy also be an
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lAUe for economic growth. the~
Fry noted.

·We need to make sure that we have
lood streets: he said. ·We need to
m.alte sure that we have .transit that can

bring people to and trom their places or
employment.-

Chrlstian S. Johansson. president and
em otthe &:onomlc~ ofar-t­_saidIlaltIrnorowill__

opportunities over the next several year.l.
As the city Is coming into its own, it has a
chance to attract workers who will be
coming to the reglon as part 01 the _

base realignment and closure plan.
He said BRAe has potential to draw

·very talented, dynamic people.-
·TJ:lal'S a bil opportunity (or the

city: Johansson said, "probably the
biggest opportunity (or U8 as a com­
munity since the economic expansion
after World War ll.·

"ProbIbIy lhe most
crilic8llhing for the .
IlIIld IIIlIyar lD do islD
lIIIIlellllll1het_ con-
tn-the prog_lhM
_'ft lIIlIde_the
pat six lD eight,..,.."
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