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saa DEF1CIT. Pa'lll-5
-It [the speechl seemed a little

light on specillC1ilo lIle. I uunklht!
gD\~or needs to give us some

at's being
talked about?
Proposals include a higher gasoline tax
to help pay for needed transportation
irnproveni."ents, slots to boost revenues,
cuts in aid to counties, closing some tax
loopholes and a progressive income tax
- but still no plans for a special session

specifics on
..,,'hat he plans
on doing. He
didn't say
where or how:
saId House
Minority
Leader Amho­
nyJ. O'Donnell

H 0 U l e
Republicans.
h~\'er, were
less than spe­
cific them­
selves when
they unveiled their own budget­
balancing solution Iasl week.
Their plan avoids lax incre.aser..
limits grtM-1h of the SIS billion
operatinF; budget 10 3.5 percent
and legalizes sial machines.

GOP Il'adl.'f$ havo been reluc­
tant 10 soy when: lhcywouId con·
strain spending because it pro­
\ides a laq:et (or opponents.

"Ilhink ifW~ come out with a
pl:u1 for more for rranspon"tion,.
more for health care and more for
the cmironment. J think i1 would
be incumbent on us 10 provide the
delails,~ said O'Donnell (R·Dis!.

29Q ""..,-'>y,
He said the GOP has it -road

map· on sol\'ing lhebud~ prot>-

ANNAPOUS - Lawmakcn: are expressing frustration D.t
the lack ofspecifics coming out of the governor's offiet: on how
to solve Maryland's budget deficit

~You can only keep your finger in the ....ind for so long.
Then you need 10 say what dJrecdon )'OO'rc bending.· SCnate
Prcsi&nl Thomas V. Mib: Milltt Jr. said~

Millet, oC~ has been beating 3drum since the end of
the MJ] Gmeral Assembly for a special session to aafl: II pack­
age of lax increases to plug a projl:Cled $1.5 billion gap
lJetween Slale spending ami coUccdons.

MI know the governor likes to govern by
1XI11SenSllS. n18.l~ 1101 lht! t.lt!llnillun ofexec­
utive branch politics.· said Miller{D-DisL Zn
ofO1esapeake Beach.. -I don' know tw staff
underslands the gravity of the situation."

In a speech before the Maryland Associa­
rion of CoWlties in Ocean Ciry on Sal\Uday,
Go\" Martin O'Malley CDl pledged more
uansponatlon funding \\1thou( reveaJlng
whether the money would come from agas0­
line tax hike or increases in automobile fees.

"I think the g~mor missed a real
opportunity to give the counties 50me
spedftcs on what he's th1nktng.· said senate Minority Whip
Allan H. Kittleman. I fortJlff HOWlUd County Council member.

Aleading Republican on the House side feels similarly.
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lemIt will m-eal the details in due
time. he said.

Barbara A. Hoffinan. the for­
~ chai.Jv.'OtTWl of the Senale

Budge( and Tax·
arion Commit­
tee. said O'Mal­
ley may not be
sharing
specifics of a
plan. but he is
-signaling"
what a plan
wouki cuntain:
closing corpo­
rate lax loop­
holes, a tax
bracket for
wealthier Mary­

landers, bumping up lhe sales lax
and legalizing slot machine gam­
bling.

A special session 10 appfOl.'e a
plan would require O'Ml\l1ey,
Miller and House SpeakerMichael
F. Busch (D-Dist3O) ofAnmlpoUs
toa~ 011 the details first

""\"hen WW! come to an agree.
ment, thai's when you StlUt rll1ldng
publicly about the: solution." said
Steve Kearney. O'Malley's com·
munications directOL ·It's compli­
cated. That's why It takes lime.·

Nancy J. Xing. freshly minted
as a 5e'nator for District 39, said no
one.likes any of the proposals.

King. ¥.ho lakes the Senate
seat vacated by PatrickJ. Hogan. is
a fonner member of the House
Ways and Means Comminee and
has been assIgned 10 the SCnme
Budget and Taxation Comminee

Ways and Means this year
float!d 5l"\'t'r3I tax ideas to puge
reaction. Nearly all sparked
SU'Ortg. neg:uh>e responses.

-, don' think there are any
new ideas, ii's iUS! a malter of
coming up v.ith a package.. said
King (OJ nf MnnlgomeryVUlage.

So has lime passed for n spe­
dal 6eSS!on~ Some 1:lwmakers say

"" -, think II~ going to be hard to
do because )'DU am) have a spe­
dal session on all these tax bills in
one or two dilys: said Del D.~
Elmore (R.Dist. 38A) of Salisbury,
a member orthe HouseAppropri­
ations ColTUllittee,

"I'm n01 hearing that anybody

1429 - 3

is agreeing on anything. It's get­
ting later and lateL I don't think
the)' C4Jl get one tt>gether," Mid
KitLlemOln (R-Dist, 9) of WClriI
Friendship.

Miller said there's time if the
governor's staff mo\1!S~

-. think there's still time.'
."eed IioI!mm. now '"'"""'poi;,
·lobbyist -Everyone's on a different
timelable. and lite only timetable
thai counlS is the SO"'ClTlors.~

Complicating n special ses­
sion are the rwo openings in the
House or De'~la Replace­
ments for King and retiring DeL
Marilyn R. Goldwater fD-Dist. 16)
of Dethl!Sda would nl!f!d to be
selected.

Busch tms.opposed brinfing
lawmakers back to the state capt­
ta! for a special session. He could
not be reached for comment on
ThW'5da~

O'M.ney, <fuaJssionoIlJ1lns·
partation funding has spuked
speculation or increasing the
flwlOr rud tax. which is 235 ceniS
per gallon. Miller earller this )'CM
proposed a 12-cent per gallon
increase, which budgl't analysts
estima1ed would raise more than
$400 mInion ayear, At MACA con­
sul1ant \VHllam S. Ratchford II
pondered an a-cent~

ODonnell said the gas tax is a
-non-staner~ for his party. as are
tax increases in general.

But o'n Wednesday, the
Greater Baltjmore CpwwjUee
the Maryland Olamber of Com­
merce and the Greater Washing­
ton Board of Trade said they
romm1s:sloned the Texas Thms­
ponarion Institute 10 compute
the economic effect of Maryland
traffic congestion. The'institute
also wtll measure the benefirs of
increasing transportation fund­
ing 10 $400 million or S600 mil­
lion a year.

The srudy is expected to be
released in September.

Maryland's Transportation
Department estimates $40 billion
is needed to pay for needed corf­
sauction projects, ranging fiom
an expansion or Haltimore's rapid
rransit Red line to30 highway and
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tnmsit projects 10 address needs
related to the Base RealiglUneol'
anda~p~ .

O'Malley already has made'a
$128.4 million effort at baJaocUig
the budget. trimming state agen­
cies' spen<ling pbn&

Holfman and Miller said they
believe O'Malley doesn't want to
reveal the difficult decision that
more cuts are on Ule ""oay that will
hit COWlty aid.

~They Ithe countiesl don'!
want to me. J used 10 be acountY
commissioDet. I didn't want to
lose eithet But times are tough
and we have to get through t4is
period.. 5lI.id Del. Galen R. Oagert,
{D-Disl. 3A.l of Frederick.

Miller agreed, O'Malley is
~fmm the collnlies. He's of the
COWlties. He "''ants the counties to'
1OIo-e him, but 40 pen:rnl or our
budget goes to the counties.
They'U bare 10 absorb some por­
tion of the pain,- Miller said. ~He's
depending on the General Assem­
bly to do the diny work of rotting
the counties.-
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