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What'’s being
talked about?

Proposals include a higher gasoline tax
to help pay for needed transportation
improvements, slots to boost revenues,
cuts in aid to counties, closing some tax
loopholes and a progressive income tax
— but still no plans for a special session

BY DOUGLAS TALLMAN
STAFFWRITER

ANNAPOLIS — Lawmakers are expressing frustration at
the lack of specifics coming out of the governor’s office on how
to solve Maryland's budget deficit.

“You can only keep your finger in the wind for so long.
Then you need 1o say what direction you're heading.” Senate
President Thomas V. Mike Miller Jr. said A

Miller, of course, has been beating a drum since the end of
the 2007 General Assembly for a special session to craft a pack-
age of tax increases to plug a projected $1.5 billion gap
between state spending and collections,

“I know the governor likes to govern by
consensus. That's not the definition of exec-
utive branch politics,” said Miller (D-Dist. 27)
of Chesapeake Beach. “T don't know his staff
understands the gravity of the situation.”

In a speech before the Maryland Associa-
tion of Counties in Ocean City on Saturday,
Gov. Martin O'Malley (D) pledged more
transportation funding without' revealing
whether the money would come from a gaso-
line tax hike or increases in automobile fees.

“I think the governor missed a real
opportunity to give the counties some

A chance missed
to give specifics

specifics on what he’s thinking," said Senate Minority

Whip
Allan H. Kittleman, a formgr Howard County Council member.
Aleading Republican on the House side feels similarly.

See DEFICIT. Page A5
"It [the speech] seemed a little

light on specifics (o me. I think the

govemnor nceds to give us some

specifics on
what he plans
on doing. He
didn't say
where or how,"
said  House
Minority
Leader Antho-
nyJ. O'Donnell.

House
Republicans.
however, were
less than spe-
cific them-
selves when
they unveiled their own budget-
balancing solution last week.
Their plan avoids 1ax increases,
limits growth of the $15 billion
operating budget to 3.5 percent
and legalizes slot machines.

GOP leaders have been reluc-
tant to say where they would con-
strain spending because it pro-
vides a target for opponents.

“] think if we come out with a
plan for more for transportation,
more for health care and more for
the environment, I think it would
be incumbent on us to provide the
details,” said O'Donnell (R-Dist.
290) of Lushy.

He said the GOP has a "road
map” on solving the budget prob-

0'Donnell

where or how”

OMalley “didn't say

Page 1013

© Copyright 2007 GAZETTE OF POLITICS AND BUSNESS
All Rights Reserved.

20l10
Account: 18087 (286)

1429-2



GAZETTE OF POLITICS AND
BUSINESS

Date:

Location:
Circulation (DMA):
Type (Frequency)
Page:

Keyword:

Friday, August 24, 2007
GAITHERSBURG, MD
10,000 (8)

Newspaper (W)

A1 A5

Greater Baltimora Committee

.

A BurrellesLuce Company

lem. It will reveal the details in due
time, he said.
Barbara A. Hoffman, the for-
mer chairwoman of the Senate
and Tax-
ation Commit-
tee, said O'Mal-
ley may not be
H sharing
ifics of a
, but he is
“signaling”
what a plan
would contain:
closing corpo-

Governor is ;::‘I;' tax loop-
‘m'a a lax
b bracket for

wealthier Mary-

landers, bumping up the sales tax
;?i:gl‘agalizing slot machine gam-

A special session to approve a
plan would require O'Malley,
Miller and House Speaker Michael
E. Busch (D-Dist. 30) of Annapolis
to agree on the details first.

“When we come to an agree-
ment, that's when you start
publicly about the solution,” sai

Steve Ki , O'Malley’s com-
mmmn “It's compli-
cated. That's why it takes time.”
Nancy J. King, freshly minted
as a senator for District 39, said no
one likes any of the proposals.
King, who takes the Senate
seat vacated by Patrick ]. Hogan, is
a former member of the House
Ways and Means Committee and
has been assigned to the Senate
Budget and Taxation Committee.
Ways and Means this year
floated several tax ideas to gauge

reaction. Nearly all sparked

“I don't think there are any
new ideas, its just a marter of
coming up with a package,” said
King (D) of Montgomery Village.

So has time passed for a spe-
cial session? Some lawmakers say
50.

“I think it'’s going to be hard to
do because you cant have a spe-
cial session on all these tax bills in
one or two days,” said Del. D. Page
Elmore (R-Dist. 38A) of Salisbury;,
a member of the House Appropri-
ations Comumittee.

“I'm not hearing that anybody
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is agreeing on anything, It’s get-
ting later and later. 1 don't think
they can get one together,” said
Kitleman (R-Dist. 9) of West
Friendship.

Miller said there's time if the
governor's staff moves quickly.

“l think theres still time,’
agcedHuﬁtm:. now an Annapolis

ne's on a different
umelable. the only timetable
that counts is the governor’s.”

Complicating a special ses-
sion are the two ings in the
House of Delegates. Replace-
ments for King and retiring Del.
Marilyn R. Goldwater (D-Dist. 16)
of Bethesda would need to be
selected.

Busch has.opposed bringing
lawmakers back 1o the state capi-
tal for a special session. He could
not be rcached for comment on
Thursday.

O'Malley’s discussion of trans-
portation funding has sparked
speculation of increasing the
motor fuel tax, which is 23.5 cents
per gallon. Miller earlier this year
proposed a 12-cent per gallon
increase, which budget analysts
estimated would raise more than
$400 million a year. At MACo, con-
sultant William S. Ratchford I
pondered an 8-cent increase.

O'Donnell said thegas taxis a
“non-starter” for his party, as are
tax increases in general.

But on Wednesday, the

the Maryland Chamber of Com-
merce and the Greater Washing-
ton Board of Trade said they
commissioned the Texas Trans-
portation Institute to compute
the economic effect of d
traffic congestion. The-institute
also will measure the benefits of
increasing transportation fund-
ing to $400 million or $600 mil-
lion a year.

The study is expected to be
released in September.

Maryland's Transportation
Department estimates $40 billion
is needed to pay for needed cori-
struction projects, ranging from
an expansion of Baltimore's rapid
transit Red Line to 30 highway and
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transit projects to address needs
related to ttha.seReahgmnmt
and Closure

process. y
O'Malley already has made'a

Sl28.4millmneﬁmatbalaucmg
cies' spending plans.
Hoffman and Miller said they
believe O'Malley doesn't want to
reveal the difficult decision that
more cuts are on the way that will
hit county aid.

“They [the counties] donl
want to lose. | used to be a /
commissioner. | didn't want to
lose either. But times are tnum
andwehmtoget

period,” mdDd.GalmR.Chgen.

(D-Dist. 3A) of Frederick.
Miller agreed, O'Malley ls
“from the countfies. He's of the

counties. He wants the counties to

love him, but 40 percent of our
budget goes to the counties.
They'll have to absorb some por-
tion of the pain,” Miller said. “He's

on the General Assem-

depending
blytodothedinyworkofunﬂng

the counties.”
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