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-It can't be jiac'ed OIl any one
penon,- Wiles said. 11M' torpOr.ite
community, tburdles, fOWlda­
tion5 am~ an haw
failed in their own W<Iy5, he said.
But be points to a deeper pr0b­
lem. that keeps :nanY rrom caIlin&
policr to turn in crimina1s: With
so many youn& black men in th!'
dt} invoJ~ in c:rime in some
~,~ families an untouehrd.

"If your 10- or 12-yeaMlld is br­
ing paid sson aweek to watch (JIll
(or police, and you need thai
Ssoo. bow do )OU turn thai ptr.
100 in?" be laid.. -Y0Wll~
should get th!'ir tint paychtd
!:rom Itgitimatt tmploymtnt, not
from a drug dealt!'.."

In Baltimort this year, COmcast,
COI8att utd the HarT)' and Jun·
nettr Wtinberg Foundation ron­
tnbuted • c:ombintd S11O,ooo to
help pay (0- 6,soo SWllIIleI" jobs.
(Boston, by contrast, provided
9,430 summer jobs and Washing·
Ion 11,500.) The ~realer~
mort'=r IS ronsIilim to larget crimt,
iDc:ludinI~ from the Police Dr­
partmrnt to study mono dtctiYt
law tnforcement techniques.

The pl'Qject.s are the tint~
criroe-mattd efforts by the~
in sneral yean.~ I'resid.tnt
Don fTy said th!' a:mmitttt hid
bttn waiting for prtJpOAh !rom
tht police and the~

"I don't know thai there has
betn a specific request or latt w
the businus community," fry
said. In tht past, though, tht~
ted tbt initiatiYt on -ntkrimt
meuures. for example, in the
mid- to late l.9!I05, it~ a
C'OffiIIRlI'Iity court w ha.ndle nui­
sance crime offenders and offer
IOCial services w help aiminals
tnal tht cycle oraiInI:. Tht~
railed S1.5 million foI" tbt prt!Itct

"Bwines.tes are usually wiIlq
wIl'lIU~t!1if they know
thtre is going to be SOIne posithot
~ on the investment," Fry
said. ""But W\' havt~ to see a co­
OI"I1inIted tffcrt rrom an tbt dif·
ferent Itvei5 lof tht criminal jus­
tice 5}')teml, and I thin1 that',
one thing that has btm \acking."

Dandrea Ross says she is begin.
ning w see some change. A year
ago a tenant oounciJ. formed in
her rowhouse COIJUTlllIrity on Aa­
quith SIJ'ttl A dty counrilm:m
came to her borne to hur her
concerns. She joined BUILD,
which is working to demolish the
Vatant homes neill' her. And with
n~bors she orpnittd block
partirs to show lin« dt:aIen thrv
doo't 0'\Il'Il the streets.

But her ~cltyud is another
matter. The light poie5 have not
been fb:ed nearly a month after
they~ dov.n, their uposed
yellow, red and black wires pre­
sentinl yet another ruson far
cbiIdren to keep av.~

-We have been promised so
much in the past," she said, "and
when no one delivers, that'.
where the sense of hopele$.mess
comes from. 1bt ptopk look for­
wM'd to tbange, and it doesn't
hlppen. SO the IlJOd peopk IDlM
out and the bad peopk~ and
the neighborhood deleriorates."

CONFRONTING CRIME
THE BATIlE FOR BAlTlflORE \ FU'IJRE

Cityis fighting
battle against
violence ~ and
hopelessness
BY snPRUl Jr:1£RLIIV...,oallI!

Ross IOd others say any efI"ort w
turn around. Baltimore's C1.Ihtn
of VJOknc:c "ill~ years of sus.
tained W'CItk. Mer all, they ~
the dty diM't get 10 this point
ovemight. Middle-class home·
owners, who~ the bedrock of
~ and church ron-

~--"'''''IJl tbt 1960L
"The disinvestment hal been

taking place slowly, systematical­
ly, piece by piece; said Rob Eni,.
lish.~ organiz.er of BUIll>, a
MnprlIOt group~ to em­
pDWI9" ammunitits. "It', unrrI"
eling one thread at a time. It's
paraly:ting people. To act on
people'S anger, to tum it into
hope, they have wsee that !lOme­
~ is png to changr.."

But this~~ seems to be
~ In the wroos: direction.

I>orJdre~ Ross' backyard ill DO kmger bet The vioImce~ routine
own.lt bekmp to the drug dWe:rs who stan: in the dty'l mostdesperate ne:ig,b­
the playground behind bet bouse. borhoods is spn!ading to plactS

They~ kDocktd down tht llght~ JO once assumed wbe safl'.
\bey can anduct their illicit buJinesSiif . Residents of Owies Village IlTl!
VIle. 'Ibey haYt chased ot! the dWdren wbo ....~ulled and mugged on the
used to run ItId Jizrthe:re. streel. A Roland Park woman is

"I can't COCJk 0Ul.1 can't hanc dotbes,. said raped and rubbed in bet borne.
Ross, 44, uingle mothe:r. She doem'tconfronl ~eu. panerso!1 Park, a you~1
the dealtn lbr fear ofbting hurt. She dorm't man 1S beattn IOto a coma while
can tht polite because she has cxmvinced beT- walltin& home from canton.
tel( that~ wouldn't respco1. 1bt pOOce '"Ibere: is a rala1ism that worries
Il't Iared 11) come bad; bert, and I tncM' be- me~ much," said the Jlev. wu­
cause we dro't gel regularpatrob." Iiam Au, pastor of 55. ftillip and

Ross IM:I just: ean r:I Gtem Mount Ctme- James Roman Catholic Cburth in
tery, not far from where the Dawson haroe Owies VIllage. "In the city; yuu
was ftrebombed tNe years atp killing!tVtD. have to be ca\ltious. But now
membtn d ODe llCtivisr' _ That aimt more people are WkirlI about be­
spuRd owraae throuII:nJt the city Ind led !IllafraxL When~ start~.
to promises that viDlence and imimidatim IlJI that wzy; that I a reaDy Rn-
wouldnotbe tolerared. ous~"

But Ross has another ward to describe the After such wdI-publid:ted iDo-
feelinlsheistryirJltoftndoffnow:-oopeless- ~ts of crime this~, Au
ness." saui, even ~~l~conmutted ton. _ in bmtirides and ......,~ ~- -.. the city are . about I¢1in8

Y-..;uL .... IUJO: ., ~ d:isiIIusianed, be said,
(P$eaIr - aDa. laAJ ~ five potire c:ommissiooen in

eoigbt years .and no dear directil::rJ
rrom the city whtn it comes w
ndItini crime.

"That 1.aclr. of leadership, t0geth­
er with a sense of great personal
~at in your own neighbor·
hood, mU.es for a wboie different
miDdset," Au said. "Right now it's
angry, it's tnutraled, it's some­
what panicky. But if something
im't done, it could lead tojust gi .....
in&up on tht dl)l"

SeYtraI times (JI/ft" the past dec­
ade, Sarah Johnson thought of
ghinS up. For yean, sbe wa5
afraid to sit on her front DOrCh 00
25th Street in East Baltimore.
v.1Jen she called the po\k1:', she
said, they didn't alw.ys come.
The 00' the TOp gang took CMr""-"There were murders," said
Johnson, S8, "kiIlIng5 in tht neilh­
borbood back to back. You just gel
tired ot hearing lrreworks and
blowinc it might be a gunshot, of
DOt being able to sit on your
penh, of 3erin& these gangs walk
mJUnd and act like they (M'n tbt
street you've lived on since before:
they 'IIIeTe babies.·

But Johnson did not give up and
Btt out, and ~ persist.e~ is
perhaps. nicktr1n& sigo that
lbere are: still JOIDt who have not
completely despaired. Johruon
joined BUn..o omd mel with pohce
commanders. She signed up to
mentor two teenage Jirls from

Baltimore this year has disturbed
many, but it has not produced the
sense ataisis or unity that can be
found in other dties fac:inI crime
~ - or that once was felt in
Baltimore. Naw it lOmetimes
seems that the city, so accus·
tomed to shocking crimes and
ceaseless' violence, shrugs al each
trw tale of ttrroc

Qirninoiogists who study JbJtj.
Jnln say apathy; alienatim and
cynicism have taken root. People
have!leen the criminaljllS~sys­
tem fail to arn!st and lock up
criminals, alJowing PJliS to
liferate. They have s.e:en POYkt
cWu IlJ1lKJUntt crime-figbting
~~ ""'''''' bnbn, _.,
~ results ran short oftht rhet·
,,"e

At the same time, many 0{ tht
positive flrCU of cobtsicm rrom
the past haw disappeared. lJbnr.
ies have dosed. Keigb.babood ,u.
sodations have: weab:ned.. Tbt
nwnber or rea-eation etnten in
the dly has dropped from 145 in
19I1O to -43 tod.a~
-over time what you see is a
~e:smess - pe:opIe fee:1ln&
that Uwy cannot do mythin& to
ch.angle their life dmunstances,
so they pul up with it,' said
.Jdlrey Ian Ross, a criminologisl at
the University ofBaltimore.

her church. She ",,0liRd up w the
dru& deaJe:rI on the comer Uld
tofd them. -xr you're pma. stay
here, you may as well clean up

"'--"She gave them trash bags. and
they cleaned up the s~ They
didn't leave l.be lD'Dtr; but John.
son thinks~ P tbt Inl'S1i1It
that \bq""re rnpolllible for the
~too.

-we haven't had a killing in a
while," she "'" now. ~It's sad to
think that's a SIgIl oCprogress, but
it's tht truth. We're men watm­
M than we used to be, and ~'rt

not laking it anyIIXn."
sneul neighborhoods like

Johnson's have orpnized, but
dtyv.-ide unily and coordinated
.aaion are hard to diJc:em. CDm­
munitits lend to hunker down
and protect lhtmsdves, obstrv­
en Ny; pointina; b:I upsaIe Guil­
ford hiring its 0'Ntl security force.
The business community hasn't
made a major contribution to
crime-fighting efforts since 2:001,
when S5OO,ooo WIS raised for 1\l1".

-...~

contrast. thai "'1tb the respCIIU1t
in Newark, N.J., 1asl month after
three teenagers were killed exI!CU­
tion-style in a school pl.ayground.
PoUllca! rivals came together,
gaD8 members pled&ed to put
down their guns, and within~
the corporate axnnnmity m3ed
$3.2 million far a survtillance S'fS'",=

1'alk of a "aimt wave· gripped
Boston when 16 people were
killed in the nrst thrft moothl of
this year, up !rom 10 dwm& the
same penod JaIl year; Those: num­
bers wuuld thrill Baltimore, but
in Boston they were cause ror
alarm. Massachusetts' governor
~ded. with S6.l million for
!iUffilTItl' jobI and other criJne.
fighting~

In tbt early 19905, when aime
in Baltimore began to sW1l! and
the city first passed 300 in aMual
00middes, des .and d=Jmstra­
lions~ drew hW'ldreds ofpeo­
pIe. On a cold January d.1y in
1991, more than 3,000 people
gathered outside the Eastm1 [)is.­
Uict Court. The next. yeaz; 300 r.al·
lied ~l the Canton waterfront to
prottsl. the violence.

But this year, ",ith hcmidde:I al­
ready surgin& pa.st 1.00, Core:ne
Myers hid trouI.JIr;~ pe:op}t
to come W an an1:kr1ml:! prayer
vigillCheduied for tomorrow. The
inlent is to put women on street
comers .across the dty for two
bows ofprayer startin3 at 10 am.

Wyers, a facilitator at the dty"s
Department of SodaI services,
distributed dozens or fliers pro­
motirJg the vigil. She didn't even

""""-"I don't think the passion is
there:," said Wyers, 56 and a rm­
dent or Ashburton. "I thinll: thai
we have~ up. We have chil­
dren and young people and old
people dying every lingle day, and
there's no outay."

8ishop Douglas L Milts 0{ K0ino­
nia aaptilt. QaJt'Ch~
that churdles - black and whitt
_ have not done e:llllUIb to pr0­

vide prtJSl'llllS w set youths olf
the streel and to Oflaniu their
members. But he said 00 one is
without blame..,------_-----.:::==:...--_-----
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