Baltimore Sun
September 2, 2007

CONFRONTING CRIME
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City is fighting -
battle against

violence - and
hopelessness
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tained work. After all, they say,
the city didn’t get to this point
overnight. Middle-class home-

who bedrock of

“The disinvestment has been
tahng place slowiy
ly, piece by piece,” said Rob Eng:
lish, lead organizer of BUILD, a
nonprofit group working to em-
mmmmes. “It's unrav-
ehng one thread at a time. It's
paralyzing people. To act on
eople’s anger, to turn it into
Bope, they have to see that some-

i considered
in the city’s most desperate
borhoods is spreading to places
once assumed to be safe.

Residents of Charles Village are

gmwmwmmm assaulted and mugged on the

used to run and play there.

=1 can’t cook out. I can't hang clothes,” said
Bﬂ;guamgiemﬂ:m&hedom‘tmﬁm

The spike in homicides and violent crime in
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Baltimore this year has disturbed
many, but it has not produced the
sense of crisis or unity that can be
found in other dties facing crime
waves — or that once was felt in
Baltimore. Now it sometimes
seems that the city, so accus-
tomed to shocking crimes and
ceaseless violence, shrugs at each
new tale of terror

Criminologists who study Balti-
more say apathy, alienation and
cynicism have taken root. People
have seen the criminal justice sys-
tem fail to arrest and lock up
criminals, allowing gangs to pro-
liferate. They have seen politi-
cians announce cnme—ﬁghnng

with great fanfare,
results fall short of the

oric.

Al the same time, many of the
positive forces of cohesion from
the past have disappeared. Librar-
ies have closed. Neighborhood as-
sociations have weakened. The
number of recreation centers in
the city has dropped from 145 in
1980 (0 43 today.

“Over time what you see is a

— people feeling
that they cannot do anything to
change their life circumstances,
so they put up with it,” said
Jeffrey Ian Ross, a criminologist at
the University of Baltimore.

street. A Roland Park woman is
raped and robbed in her home.
Near Patterson Park, a young
man is beaten into a coma while
walking home from Canton.

“There is a fatalism that warries
me very much,” said the Rev. Wil-
liam Au, pastor of 5S. Philip and
James Roman Catholic Church in
Charles Village. “In the city, you
have to be cautious. But now
more people are talking about be-
ing that way, that's a really seri-
ous deterioration.™

After such well-publicized inci-
dents of crime this summer, Au
said, even people commhted to
the city are about getting

out. They're disillusioned, he said,
after five police commissioners in
eight years and no clear direction
from the city when it comes to

fighting crime.

“That lack of leadership, togeth-
er with a sense of great personal
threat in your own neighbor-
hood, makes for a whole different
mindset,” Au said. “Right now it's
angry, it's frustrated, it's some-
what panicky. But if something
isn’t dane, it could lead to just giv-
ingup on the city.”

Several times over the past dec
ade, Sarah Johnson thought of
giving up. For years, she was
afraid to sit on her front on
25th Street in East Baltimore.
When she called the police, she
said, they didn’t always come.
The Off the Top gang took over
the neighborhood.

=There were murders,” said
Johnson, 58, “killings in the neigh-
borhood back to back. You just get
tired of hearing fireworks and

it might be a gunshot, of
not being able to sit on your
porch, of seeing these gangs walk
around and act like they own the
street you've lived on since before
they were babies.”

But Johnson did not give up and
get out, and her persistence is
perhaps a flickering sign that
there are still some who have not
completely despaired. Johnson
joined BUILD and met with police
commanders, She signed up to
mentor two teenage girls from
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“We haven't had a killing in a
while,” she says now. “It's sad to
think that’s a sign of progress, but
it's the truth. We're more watch-
fual than we used to be, and we’'re
not taking it anymore.”

Several neighborhoods like
Johnson's have organized, but
citywide unity and coordinated
action are hard to discern. Com-
munities tend to hunker down

ers say, pointing to upscale Guil-
ford hiring its own security force.
The business community hasn’t
made a major contribution to
crime-fighting efforts since 2001,
when $500,000 was raised for sur-
veillance cameras.
Contrast that with the response
in Newark, N.J, last month after
three teenagers were killed execu-
tion-style in a school playground.
Political rivals came together,
gang members pledged to
the corporate community raised

$3.2 million for a surveillance sys-

tem.
Talk of a “crime wave”

Boston when 16 people were
killed in the first three months of
this year, up from 10 during the
same period last year. Those num-
bers would thrill Baltimore, but’
in Boston they were cause for
alarm. Massachusetts’ governor

in Baltimore began to surge and
the city first passed 300 in annual
homicides, rallies and demonstra-
tions often drew hundreds of peo-
ple. On a cold January day in
1991, more than 3,000 people
gathered outside the Eastern Dis-
trict Court. The next year, 300 ral-
liad al the Canton waterfront to
protest the violence.

But this year, with homicides al-

© come to an anti-crime prayer
vigil scheduled for tomorrow. The
mtent is to put women on street
corners across the city for two

responses.
*1 don’t think the passion
563ndarem—

vide programs to get youths off
the street and to organize their
members. But he said no one is
without blame.

'llcan‘lbe;ﬂacedonanyme
" Miles said. The corporate
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*If your 10- or 12-year-old is be-
ing paid $500 a week to watch out
for police, and you need that
$500, how do you turn that per-
son in? he said. “Young people
should get their first paycheck
from te employment, not
froma dealer.”

In Baltimore this year, Comcast,
Colgate and the Harry and Jean-
nette Weinberg Foundation con-
tributed a combined $120,000 to
help pay fos 6,500 summer jobs.
(Boston, by contrast, provided
9,430 summer jobs and Washing-

ton 12,500.) The alti-
more_Comumiftee is cmlsia;:Ln%g
three proposals to target crime,
including one from the Police De-
partment to study more effective
law enforcement techmiques.
The projects are the first major

crime-elated efforts by the GBC
Presxdgnt

the police and the ci

“I don't know that there has
been a specific request of late to
the business community,” Fry
said. In the past, though, the GBC
took the initiative on anti-crime
measures. For example, in the
mid- to late 1990s, it developed a
community court to handle nui-
sance crime offenders and offer
social services to help criminals
break the cycle of crime. The GEC

“Businesses are usually willing
to make investments if they know
there is going to be some positive
return on the investment,” Fry
said. “But we have got to see a co-
ordinated effort from all the dif-
ferent levels [of the criminal jus-

Dondrea Ross says she is begin-
ning to see some change, A year
ago a tenant council formed in
her rowhouse community on Ais-
quith Street. A city councilman
came to her home to hear her
concerns. She joined BUILD,
which is working to demolish the
vacant homes near her. And with
neighbors she organized block
parties to show drug dealers they
don't own the streets.

But her backyard is another
matter. The light poles have not
been fixed nearly a month after
Lhey came down, their exposed
yellow, red and black wires pre-
senting yet another reason for
children to keep away.

“We have been promised so
much in the past,” she said, “and
when no one delivers, that’s
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